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Semi’s load 
catches fire, 
snarls traffic 

YELLOWHEAD TRAIL Traffic 
along a section of the 
Yellowhead Trail between 
215th Street and Anthony 
Henday Drive was at a near 
standstill yesterday as fire¬ 
fighters were busy contend¬ 
ing with a blaze seen from 
all over the city. 

Firefighters say a flatbed 
truck spilled a load of plas¬ 
tic bales that caught fire, 
and the blaze quickly 
spread into the ditch short¬ 
ly after 2 p.m. At one point, 
the fire jumped across the 
busy highway and 
threatened a few homes 
nearby, said firefighters. 

No one was hurt during 
the blaze. Traffic through 
the Yellowhead was closed 
down for most of the after¬ 
noon. METRO EDMONTON 
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NDP Leader Jack Layton, from left, Liberal Leader Stephane Dion and Bloc Quebecois Leader Gilles Duceppe take part in a news conferen¬ 
ce in Ottawa yesterday. The leaders said they have written to the Governor General asking her to call on Dion to form a new government. 


Stop *the nonsense/ 
Steimach urges feds 


But sole NDP MP says coalition ‘the voice of the public’ 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff cummings@metronews.ca 


Seeing the Liberals and 
New Democrats form an 
unprecedented coalition 
in Ottawa yesterday with 
guaranteed support from 
the Bloc Quebecois is ''a 
sign of democracy/’ said 
Alberta’s only NDP MP. 

“Sixty-two per cent of 
Canadians voted for people 
other than (Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s) govern¬ 
ment,” said Edmonton-Stra- 
thcona MP Linda Duncan, 
whose riding is an orange 
island in a Toiy blue pro¬ 
vince. 


“Pm Sony, but a minority 
of people voted for the Con¬ 
servatives, and when the 
opposition decides to ban 
together. I’m sony, that’s 
the voice of the public.” 

The leaders of Canada’s 
three opposition parties 
signed to the deal, all saying 
the Conservatives are not 
doing enough to help Cana¬ 
dians cope with the world 
financial crisis that has 
plagued just about eveiy 
sector across the country. 

The parties are also angiy 
Harper proposed to end 
public financing for politi¬ 
cal parties, which would hit 
opposition parties particu¬ 
larly hard. Harper has since 


‘‘Give us some 
predictability and 
some certainty in 
policies.” 

Premier Ed Steimach 

retreated from the move. 

“All of us in the opposi¬ 
tion are equally horrified at 
the complete lack of action 
by Harper on the economic 
crisis,” said Duncan. 

Federal opposition par¬ 
ties, however, need to start 
focusing on putting Canada 
first by stopping “the non¬ 
sense,” urged Premier Ed 
Steimach yesterday. 

“This is a time when we 


need sane, prudent leader¬ 
ship when dealing with the 
bigger elephant in the 
room, which is the global 
economic crisis, a real con¬ 
cern to all Albertans,” said 
Steimach in a media scrum. 

“It’s imperative that we 
move ahead with good, 
strong economic policies. 
Give us some predictability 
and some certainty in poli¬ 
cies so we can attract the in¬ 
vestment that’s necessaiy.” 

Duncan told Metro she 
doesn’t expect a backlash 
from voters in Alberta, as 
the NDP was second among 
votes in the province. 

WITH FILES FROM REUTERS 
MORE COVERAGE/PGS 6,9 


City talks 
hiring 
freezes, 
tax hike 

COUNCIL City council began 
its debate into next year’s 
budget yesterday, and what 
it found wasn’t a bright fi¬ 
nancial picture for future 
construction projects, or 
for being able to hold onto 
staff over the next two 
years. 

Councillors started pick¬ 
ing away at the list of con¬ 
struction projects over the 
next three 

years and Debate 

some were _ 

concerned • The city will 
about what is spend anoth- 
coming. er six days 

“It appears over the next 
to be a two weeks 

fingers- debating the 

crossed budg- budget, 
et,” said 

Coun. Ron Hayter during 
the meeting yesterday. 

Since the city could be 
facing a $20- to $30-million 
deficit that must be dealt 
with before April, city man¬ 
ager A1 Maurer said the city 
may have to look into hir¬ 
ing freezes. 

And if costs are not kept 
under control, Coun. Kim 
Krushell says the city could 
be struggling to pay con¬ 
struction workers who will 
be busy handling projects 
such as the southern LRT 
extension. 

City administration is 
recommending that 
households brace 
themselves for a property- 
tax hike that will be in the 
double digits, but Mayor 
Stephen Mandel suggests 
taxes could only go up as 
high as 3.8 per cent 
through his new plan. 
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25% more minutes 
than Rogers or Telus. 
100% more joy For you. 

Right now, get 25% more minutes than Rogers™ or Telus™. And with 
email, Internet plus many other cool features, our new Smartphone 
Combo plans give you everything you need. All on the fastest and 
largest network across North America'. Hurry, this offer ends soon. 

Visit a Bell store • 1 888 4-MOBILE • bell.ca 



SMARTPHONE 
COMBO PLANS 

$/| J/MO. 

$yQ/MO. 

Anytime 

Local Minutes 

250 

500 

Nights & Weekends 

Unlimited 

Choice OF: 

Unlimited Incoming^ or 
Nationwide Fob Five^ or 
Extended Hours^ (5pm) 

Email, Internet & 
Instant Messenger 

500MB 

Unlimited^ 

Text Messaging 

- 

Unlimited^ 

Additional Features 

V 

• Coll Waiting 

• Conference Colling^ 


‘i’BlackBerry. 



smartphones 
just got 
better 


Available at the following 
Bell stores: 

BANFF 

Cascade Plaza 
CALGARY 

509 - 2nd Street, S.W. 

1002 17th Ave.S.W. 

1905 Centre Street 
4801 Westwinds Dr. 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.E 
10603 107th Ave. 

Beacon Hill Center 
Chinook Centre 
Crowfoot Crossing 
Deer Valley Shopping Centre 
Deerfoot Meadows 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Eaton Centre 

Forest Lawn Shopping Centre 
Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall - kiosk 
North Hill Shopping Centre - kiosk 
Northland Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southcentre Mall - kiosk 
Southpointe Shopping Centre 
South Trail Crossing 
Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall 
CANMORE 

105-802 Bow Valley Trail 
EDMONTON 

3918White Mud & 17th St. 

6143 28th Ave. 

9774 170th St. 

10157-101 St. 

10603 107th Ave. 

11150 149th St. 

17551 100th Ave. 

12804 82nd St. 

14808 Stony Plain Rd 
18563 Stony Plain Rd 
Abbottsfield Shoppers Mall 
Bonnie Doon 
Capilano Mall 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre - kiosk II 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Northgate Centre - kiosk 
Sherwood Park Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
South Park Centre 
Southgate Mall - kiosk 
St. Albert Centre 
St. Albert Trail at 137 Ave. 

West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 
Whyte Avenue at 107 St. 

EDSON 

330 45th St. Unit 104 
FORT MCMURRAY 
19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 
LEDUC 

4916 50th Ave. 

LETHBRIDGE 
Lethbridge Smartcenters 
Park Place Shopping Centre 
LLOYDMINSTER 
Lloyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
RED DEER 

Bower Place Shopping Centre 
Parkland Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
WHITECOURT 
3301 37 Ave 


Also available at these participating retailers: 


CALGARY 
Connect All 


LETHBRIDGE 
Protek Communications 


Costco. 
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as b ooth ((HIRELESSHIIVE)) HIRELESS etc... 


Offer ends December 31, 2008. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility high speed mobile network coverage areas. Weeknights Mon-Thurs, 9pm-7am; Weekends Fri 9pm-Mon 7am. Other monthly fees, i.e., e9-1-1 (75e), system access (not a government fee) ($8.95), and one-time device activation 
($35) apply. Long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) may apply outside your local area. With data use, charges apply if you do not subscribe to a data plan and fees may apply for features, content and roaming when outside your local area. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges 
apply. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. (1)The IxEVDO network is the fastest and largest high-speed mobile network that is available across all countries within North America. (2) Applies to airtime for calls received in your local calling area. 
(3) Unlimited local and Canadian long distance calls and unlimited text messages to and from five designated numbers. (4) Weeknights Mon-Thurs, 5pm-7am; Weekends Fri 5pm-Mon 7am. (5) Subject to acceptable use restrictions in Terms of Service, including consuming excessive network capacity or causing 
our network to be adversely affected. See bell.ca/acceptableuse for details. (6) Received messages include local, international, roaming and service related messages from Bell and exclude premium, alerts and dial-up messages. Sent messages include local messages and exclude international, roaming, alerts, 
premium messages and messages sent with an instant messaging application. (7) Simultaneous use of airtime. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. 
and countries around the world. Rogers is a trade-mark of Rogers Communications Inc. Telus is a trade-mark of Telus Corporation. 
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% MetaUica comes to town 


Christmas lights set to shine with ceremony on Friday 

Visitors to the legislature grounds this Friday evening will be treated to a Christmas light-up ceremony 
with BrightNights displays, ice sculptures and choral performances, metro edmonton 


Metal gods MetaUica, led by James Hetfield, left, hit the 
Rexall Place stage in less than a week. The Dec. 7 show is 
sold out. Tickets for the performance were auctioned on¬ 
line for upwards of $350 each. reuters 


Death 

shocks 

small 

town 

VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@metronews.ca 


CRIME Mounties are search¬ 
ing for clues after a suspect¬ 
ed homicide sent 
shockwaves through a tiny 
First Nations community 
over the weekend. 

One man is dead after a 
house party on Calling Lake 
First Nation, 180 kilo¬ 
metres north of Edmonton, 
erupted in chaos just after 
5:30 p.m. Saturday. 

Emergency crews arrived 
on scene to the crowded 
house party and found one 
man injured, and one that 
was pronounced dead on 
the scene. 

“It is a veiy small 
community. Chances are, at 
this point, probably just 
about everybody in the 
community knows a little 
something about this,” 
RCMP K Division Cpl. 
Wayne Oakes said. 

Police have taken two 
men into custody. 

No charges have yet been 
laid. 

An autopsy at the 
Medical Examiner’s office 
in Edmonton took place 
yesterday. 


Watch residents concerned 
about their safety at 
metronews.ca/local 



Helicopter tactical team 
deployed to Afghanistan 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@metronews.ca 


Canada’s only tactical heli¬ 
copter squadron boarded 
a plane bound for 
Afghanistan early yester¬ 
day morning. 

The 408 Squadron made 
up of 30 men and women 
were deployed as part of 
the Joint Task Force 
Afghanistan Air Wing, 

“It’s a lot of work. Over 
there, it’s not easy,” said 
Lt.-Col. Roger Gagnon, who 
will be heading the heli¬ 
copter force on the mis¬ 
sion. 

Soldiers will be building 
hangar space and organiz¬ 
ing storage for parts before 
the helicopters land, and 
the squadron takes to the 
skies. 

The core of the mission 
will be flying combat sup¬ 
port for heavy-lift troop 
helicopters, and helping 
escort convoys through 


danger zones. 

“It’s veiy different than 
here. The desert conditions 
are very harsh,” Gagnon 
said. “We have to walk be¬ 
fore we run.” 

The choppers will take 
to the skies shortly after 
the new year, Gagnon said. 

Cpl. Carla Escobar, a 27- 
year-old Victoria-based re¬ 
servist, said goodbye to her 
family last week before 
embarking on her first trip 
to Afghanistan, just in 
time for Christmas. 

“1 worry about the un¬ 
known, just not knowing 
what could happen,” she 
said. “Though my best 
friend is already over 
there, and 1 brought my lit¬ 
tle Christmas tree with my 
little lights — it should be 
good Christmas.” 

Troops are expected to 
return home in April. 


Watch members of the 408 
talk about their mission at 
metronews.ca/local 




Lt.-Col Roger Gagnon addresses troops in the 408 Squadron prior 
to leaving for Afghanistan early yesterday morning. 


NDP wants inquiry into syphilis outbreak 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@ metronews.ca 


Alberta’s New Democrats 
are pressuring the premier 
to launch a public inquiry 
into the deaths of five ba¬ 
bies who suffered from 
congenital syphilis and in¬ 
to the way the government 


handled the outbreak in 
Alberta. 

“We think this is very se¬ 
rious and we are not going 
to let go of this, because 
we’ve seen the situation 
where five innocent babies 
have died,” said NDP 
Leader Brian Mason. “Hu¬ 
man decision-making has 
played a role in these 


deaths.” 

In his letter to the pre¬ 
mier, Mason said questions 
still need to be answered as 
to how the outbreak was 
handled, and an inquiry 
would provide answers as 
to why five of the province’s 
health officials walked away 
from their jobs. 

The call for an inquiry 


comes after months of 
question from the NDP, 
who claim all freedom of 
information requests 
they’ve made into the mat¬ 
ter have come back heavily 
censored. 

The premier’s office said 
they received the letter but 
it would not make any fur¬ 
ther comments. 


Man arrested 
twice in five days 

POLICE Last week was a 
rough one for a 38-year-old 
Edmonton man, after he 
was arrested twice within a 
five-day span. 

On Nov. 24, officers spot¬ 
ted a butterfly knife in 
plain sight in a vehicle oc¬ 
cupied by two men. Once 
the car was searched, 
police allegedly found co¬ 
caine, marijuana. Valium, 
Oxycodone, cash and a col¬ 
lapsible baton. 

Matthew Francis was tak¬ 
en into custody and char¬ 
ged with possession for the 
purpose of trafficking. 

A few days after he was 
released on bail conditions, 
Francis was pulled over 
near 82nd Avenue and 91st 
Street. Officers recognized 
him from earlier in the 
week, and searched for a 
weapon based on their pre¬ 
vious interaction. 

Police allegedly found 
more than 3.5 grams of co¬ 
caine in the man’s pocket, 
and over 220 Oxycodone 
pills. 

METRO EDMONTON 
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Watch an economic stimu¬ 
lus play a crucial role in 
coalition deal at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Read Allan Small's Invest¬ 
ment Perspective on how 
anticipation of 
automaker 
bailout buoys 
North American 
markets at 
metronews.ca 
/investing 
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Yule logs keep burning 

Shaw Cable is still keeping up with its annual traditios as it is airing its Yule log fire on channel 114. The crackling log is expected to be 
off the air Jan. 15. The log has been an annual tradition for the cable company for 20 years, metro edmonton 


Hobbema weapons 
amnesty leads to 
7 recovered guns 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@metronews.ca 


A gun-amnesty program 
has shown Hobbema 
RCMP the value of the 
small town’s residents. 

“The (residents) are our 
eyes and ears,” said Hobbe¬ 
ma RCMP Cpl. Darrel 
Bruno. “We need them. If 
we don’t have them, we’re 
going to continue with this 
problem forever and a 
day.” 

In total, only seven guns 
— five rifles and two shot¬ 
guns — were turned in to 
Mounties since the launch 
of the amnesty. The pro¬ 
gram was launched after 
six people were murdered 
in the span of one year. 

Despite the low number 
of guns turned in, Cpl. 
Bruno said the program 
brought awareness to the 
firearm issue, and netted 
a number of helpful tips 
that led to the seizure of 


Gangs 

• It's estimated that there 
are nine active gangs in 
Hobbema, totaling 250 peo¬ 
ple, or one per cent of the 
small community's 12,000 
people. 

• At this time in 2007, there 
were 13 active gangs in the 
area, but some have dis¬ 
banded and a few have 
merged. 

guns. 

“We’ve removed several 
guns from gang members, 
so the community has 
been mobilized and proac¬ 
tive in this problem.” 

So far in 2008, RCMP 
have received 237 gun 
complaints, one up from 
2007. 

Currently, Hobbema 
RCMP are investigating 
seven murders in the 
tiny community, six of 
which occurred this 
year. 
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Government rolls out 
new health-care vision 



Provincial Health Minister Ron Liepert announced a long-term health-care plan for the province 
yesterday. 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@ metronews.ca 


Clinics across the province 
will be providing some 
treatments only available 
in hospitals under a new 
12-year plan that is expect¬ 
ed to overhaul health care 
across the province. 

Under the new plans, un¬ 
veiled by Health Minister 
Ron Liepert yesterday, the 
province will also review 
all current and future hos¬ 
pital projects in order to 
make Alberta’s health care 
system “more efficient.” 

“This is a comprehensive 
plan to change health care 
in Alberta,” said Liepert. 

The new changes to Al¬ 
berta’s health care system, 
however, isn’t about dol¬ 
lars and cents — it’s about 
making a system “that’s ac¬ 
tually working to deliver 
health care when people 
need it,” said Liepert. 

“It’s not about cutting 
costs, it’s about making 
health care more effec¬ 
tive,” said Liepert. “If there 
is cost savings out of this 


then that will be a bonus.” 

Liepert’s “Vision 2020” 
plan lacked specifics and 
no dollar figures were at¬ 
tached to any of the 
planned changes. 

Liberal health critic 
Hugh McDonald says 


Liepert’s new plan is a 
step-in for private health 
care, something he says 
the provincial government 
is keeping quiet about. 

“There is nothing in here 
that we haven’t seen be¬ 
fore from this govern¬ 


ment,” added NDP Leader 
Brian Mason. 

“It’s got all the right 
fluffy, feel-good catch 
phrases about restructur¬ 
ing the system to be more 
efficient for patients, but 
there is no substance.” 


Bike parking fees not increasing 


KRISTA SYLVESTER 

for Metro Canada 


Despite media reports sug¬ 
gesting that bicycle park¬ 
ing fees at Brookfield Prop¬ 
erties parkades were going 
to increase to $500 from 
$100 per year, the national 
property owner says that 
was false. 

On Sunday, media re¬ 
ports said the company, 
which has head offices in 
New York and Toronto, 
would be increasing the 


fees to park bicycles in its 
parkades, but a publicist 
for the company says the 
reports were “erroneous.” 

“We are not increasing 
the costs of parking bicy¬ 
cles at our properties. In 
fact, we tiy to accommo¬ 
date and promote the prac¬ 
tice, so the reports were ac¬ 
tually false,” spokesperson 
Melissa Coley said from 
the New York office. 

Coley said someone 
from Calgary released the 
report in “error,” but 
couldn’t elaborate. 


Parkades 

• Brookfield Properties 
owns two buildings in 
Edmonton, including Cana¬ 
dian Western Bank Place 
and the Enbridge Tower. 

Initial reaction to the re¬ 
ports of the increase 
caused outrage. Courier 
Sean Speer said he would 
even go as far as ditching 
the bike and returning to 
drive his car to work. 


Steinke admits 
to two killings 

TRIAL Accused triple-murder¬ 
er Jeremy Steinke testified in 
court yesterday and admitted 
to killing the parents of his 
then 12-year-old girlfnend. 

Steinke testified in his de¬ 
fence and admitted he 
broke into the parents 
house and stabbed them to 
death, and later saw his girl¬ 
friend cut her eight-year-old 
brother’s throat. 

Steinke also testified of 
childhood abuse and that he 
was on cocaine, ecstasy and 
alcohol the night of the mur¬ 
ders. METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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through 

(history the — 
great religions have ^ 
spoken to the return 
of a future Teacher. 

The Christians hope for 
the return of the Christ, 
the Buddhists look for the 
coming of a new Buddha, 
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Imam Madhi, the Hindus 
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Iran to Canada: Look in the mirror first 

Iran accused Canada yesterday of violating the rights of its indigenous people, after Ottawa 
proposed a UN resolution condemning human-rights violations in the Islamic Republic. Reuters 


Canada 


Nestle faces ad complaint 


SrM 


Environmental groups have filed a misleading-advertising complaint against 
Nestle, disputing claims in an ad by the company that its bottled water has nu¬ 
merous ecological benefits. The groups said Nestle Waters Canada 
contravened the Canadian Code of Advertising Standards “by making false 
and misleading statements” in full-page newspaper ads in October. reuters 


NDP ask RCMP to look into tape 

Layton wants answers for Conservative transcript of caucus teleconference 


The New Democrats have 
asked the RCMP to investi¬ 
gate a possible breach of 
the Criminal Code after a 
caucus teleconference was 
intercepted by a Conserva¬ 
tive MP and released to 
the media. 

The NDP said in a letter to 
the Mounties that Conserva¬ 
tive British Columbia MP 
John Duncan recorded the 
conversation when he “was 
neither the originator nor 
the intended recipient of 
the communication,” even 
though an email was mis¬ 
takenly sent to him inviting 
him to take part. 

“1 request that the RCMP 
initiate an investigation in¬ 
to a possible violation of the 


A question of ethics 


• Margaret Ann Wilkinson, a 
professor of law at University 
of Western Ontario, said it 
may be illegal to listen in on a 
telephone conservation, but 
“he got an email that gave 
him the call-in for this telecon¬ 
ference.” 

Wilkinson said that infor¬ 
mation would be “extremely 

Criminal Code of Canada as 
a result of the interception 
and recording of the com¬ 
munication,” Anne Mc¬ 
Grath, chief of staff for NDP 
Leader Jack La 5 ^on, stated 
in the letter sent out yester- 
day. 


material” to defending against 
allegations of wrongdoing. 

“If he had that invitation to 
dial in there's just going to be 
no question of criminal culpa¬ 
bility there,” she told Torstar 
News Service. 

Wilkinson said it may have 
been “inappropriate and un¬ 
ethical,” but not illegal. 

Officials in the Prime 
Minister’s Office handed 
out copies of the recording 
on Sunday to reporters, 
claiming the tape showed 
Layton and Bloc Quebecois 
Leader Gilles Duceppe had 
conspired some time ago to 


topple the Conservative 
government. 

But both parties maintain 
their negotiations did not 
begin until after the Conser¬ 
vative government 
released last month’s 
throne speech and 
that things ramped 
up after the govern¬ 
ment’s controversial 
economic update. 

In a letter from 
Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, Me- Jack Layton 
Grath urged him to 
stop his office and Duncan 
from further disseminating 
the recording, “which was 
obtained as a result of the 
covert participation in the 
conference call and created 



unlawfully.” 

Toronto criminal lawyer 
Clayton Ruby said what 
Duncan did was legally 
wrong since he was not an 
“intended recipient” 
as prescribed by law. 

“If they include 
you by mistake, 
you’re not an intend¬ 
ed recipient,” Ruby 
said, adding that the 
PMO compounded 
the breach by distrib¬ 
uting the tape. 

But his advice to 
the NDP was “to suck it up 
and move on” since it is a 
offence at a time 


minor 

when the party should be 
concentrating on the task at 
hand. torstar news service 


News in brief 


MANITOBA Nathan 
Boryskavich, 43 , of Belmont, 
Man., died Saturday after be¬ 
ing hit with pepper spray by 
RCMP in The Pas, Man., CBC 
New Online reports. Police had 
arrested Boryskavich, but say 
he became combative. The 
RCMP said during the struggle, 
pepper spray was used against 
him. 

NOVA SCOTIA Hundreds of 
fishermen blocked roads and 
ports to keep lobsters from 
leaving Nova Scotia yesterday. 
The spontaneous strike began 


in the morning as rumours of 
another dip in the price of lob¬ 
ster spread over ship radios. 
Smith estimates about 700 
fishermen took part in the 
strike. 

NO COMMENT Newfoundland 
and Labrador Premier Danny 
Williams, who waged an “any¬ 
body but Conservative” 
campaign during October's 
federal election, is refusing to 
comment on the attempts at a 
coalition government in 
Ottawa, CBC News Online re¬ 
ports. METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Ottawa Defending the arts 



More than 200 people packed into Ottawa's council chambers yesterday to protest proposed cuts 
to arts funding. The nation's capital is proposing a $4.i-million cut to arts funding as part of over¬ 
all spending cuts that add up to $35 million, while property taxes would be hiked by 4-9 per cent. 


Canadian tourists 
evacuated from 
explosive situation 

THAILAND Members of a 
Canadian tour group 
stranded in Thailand as vi¬ 
olence escalates were set 
to fly out of a naval base 
this morning, after accept¬ 
ing an offer from the 
Canadian Embassy in 
Bangkok. 

But only 37 of the 82 
travellers in the group 
agreed to the Canadian 
government’s 
arrangement for seats to 
Hong Kong. 

Members of the group, 
stranded by protests that 
have shutdown Bangkok’s 
airports, criticized the em¬ 
bassy’s delayed response. 

Though critical of the 
embassy’s response, 
retired NHL broadcaster 
Ken (Jiggs) McDonald and 
his wife Marilyn, from 
Orillia, Ont., accepted 
seats for $639 each. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 

Two Canadians 
dead in Thai crash 

THAILAND Two Canadians 
among thousands of 
foreigners stranded by an¬ 
ti-government protests in 
Bangkok were killed when 
their van crashed on the 
way to catch a flight out of 
Thailand, police said 
yesterday. 

Three Canadians and a 
Briton were also injured in 
the crash, which happened 
as they made the 900 km 
drive from Bangkok to the 
southern resort town of 
Phuket. REUTERS 
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"VXlTpPf LIFESTYLE 

Everything about life, updated every day. 


CANADA 



How TO TURN HIM ON 

Men can be mysterious creatures, 
especially when it comes to what turns 
them on. Wouldn’t it be great to know 
exactly what gets him hot? Read what 
real men say gets them in the mood. 

Getting all hot and bothered starts 
with just getting together. Let your man 
know when the time is right and he’ll be 
more than happy to skip out on a boys 
night out in exchange for what you have 
in mind. 

Ask your guy to tell you where he likes 


to be touched. There are more than just the 
obvious hotspots. Even better, try to figure 
it out together. 

Being confident in bed is sexy. Don’t 
force something you’re not comfortable 
with. Stick with what feels right and it’ll 
enhance the mood for the both of you. 

(continued online...) 


To read more, visit 


iifestyie.yahoo.ca 































GOING TO 

WORK? 

MAKE SURE 

MONEY 
IS TOO. 

For a limited time, earn an extra 1% 
interest^ on top of HSBC's already 
high rates on new money deposited 
into a High Rate Savings Account as 
of November 24, 2008. 

Visit your local HSBC branch, 
call 1-888-310-4722 or click 
hsbc.ca/taxfree to supersize 
your savings. 

HSBC^X^ 

The world's local bank 


Issued by HSBC Bank Canada 

^You will earn 1% bonus interest on top of our High Rate Savings Account interest rate on any new monies deposited into your High Rate Savings Account (up to $500,000) during the promotional period of 
November 24, 2008 to March 16, 2009 from the day new monies are deposited. This promotion may be amended, extended or cancelled at the sole discretion of HSBC at any time, without prior notice. ^Specific terms and 
conditions apply. The 1% bonus interest will be applicable on any new monies transferred in from your High Rate Savings Account to your High Rate TFSA for the remainder of the Promotional Period. Please see your 
local HSBC branch for details, visit hsbc.ca/taxfree or call 1-888-310-4722. This promotion may be amended, extended or cancelled at the sole discretion of HSBC at any time, without prior notice. 



BONUS 


Grow your savings even faster with 
a Tax-Free Savings Account (TFSA) 

Open a TFSA High Rate Savings Account 
today. Beginning January 2nd, 2009, you 
can transfer up to $5,000 in new money 
from your High Rate Savings Account to 
your TFSA High Rate Savings Account, 
plus keep the 1% bonus interest rate.^ 
With every penny earning bonus interest 
and the income earned on your savings 
tax-free, your money will work even harder 
to speed up the growth of your savings. 
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Economy no excuse to stall on climate plans, UN delegates say 

The economic slowdown is “no excuse" to neglect a fight against global warming that could widen water shortages 
to half of humanity by 2050, delegates told the opening of UN climate talks in Poland yesterday. Reuters 





EU sets standards for carmakers 

European carmakers must cut global-warming gases from new vehicles by 
18 per cent within the next six years, the EU agreed yesterday, after a long 
battle between environmentalists and an industry facing tough times. But 
the compromise was attacked by some environmentalists, who said it was 
tailored too neatly around big auto’s demands and undermined EU efforts 
to lead the world in fighting climate change. reuters 


India pushing 
Pakistan to act 


More AIDS tests urged for babies 



France’s First Lady Carla Bruni-Sarkozy delivers a speech during a 
news conference yesterday in Paris to announce she will work as 
an ambassador for the Global Fund to fight AIDS. 


India demanded Pakistan 
take decisive action over 
deadly attacks in Mumbai 
it said were carried out by 
militants from its nuclear¬ 
armed rival, while the West 
urged co-operation. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice and Arab 
League Secretary-General 
Amr Moussa both were 
due in New Delhi, with the 
militant attacks that killed 
183 people threatening to 
reverse improving ties 
with Pakistan. 

India’s foreign ministry 
said yesterday it called Pak¬ 
istan’s envoy to New Delhi 
and told him attackers, 
who investigators said had 
months of commando 
training in Pakistan, had 
come from there. 

“It was conveyed to the 
Pakistan high commission- 


Tourism threat 

• Tourist arrivals in India are 
set to fall by up to 15 per cent 
this season after Islamist mili¬ 
tants went on a three-day 
rampage in Mumbai, tour op¬ 
erators said yesterday. 

er that Pakistan’s actions 
needed to match the senti¬ 
ments expressed by its lead¬ 
ership that it wishes to have 
a qualitatively new relation¬ 
ship with India,” a foreign 
ministiy statement said. 

Investigators said the mil¬ 
itants were trained by the 
Lashkar-e-Taiba group, 
blamed for a 2001 attack on 
India’s parliament. Pak¬ 
istan yesterday rejected 
what it called unsubstanti¬ 
ated allegations of complici¬ 
ty in the attacks. reuters 


HEALTH The United Nations 
yesterday urged countries 
around the world to ex¬ 
pand screening of new¬ 
born infants exposed to 
the virus that causes AIDS. 

“Without appropriate 
treatment, half of children 
with HN will die from an 
HIV-related cause by their 
second birthday,” Ann Ven- 
eman, executive director 
of UNICEF, said about a 
new UN AIDS report 
launched in New York. 

“Survival rates are up to 
75 per cent higher for HIV¬ 
positive newborns who are 
diagnosed and begin treat¬ 
ment within their first 12 
weeks,” she said. 

The report said there 
was visible progress in the 
fight against AIDS, but 
negative trends remain. 
The report warned that 
pregnant women were not 
receiving sufficient coun¬ 
selling necessary to teach 
them about contraception 


and safer infant feeding. 

It said many children less 
than a year old were dying 


of AIDS-related illnesses be¬ 
fore they are even tested for 

HIV. REUTERS 


News in brief 


POLITICS U.S. president-elect 
Barack Obama's choice of 
Hillary Clinton as secretary of 
state gladdens Israel, but does 
not overjoy Arabs and Iranians 
keen for a new start after eight 
years of perceived U.S. calami¬ 
ties. Obama named his former 
rival Clinton to the post when 
he announced his national se¬ 
curity team in Chicago yester¬ 
day. 

ITALY Large parts of Venice 
were flooded yesterday as 
heavy rains and strong winds 
lashed the city, which is experi¬ 
encing its highest water levels 
in 22 years. Ferry and water 
taxi services were suspended, 
and Venice's mayor urged peo¬ 
ple to stay indoors. 

ARREST Federal authorities ar¬ 
rested the mayor of Birm¬ 
ingham, Ala., yesterday in a 
corruption probe surrounding 
a sewer bond debt that could 
lead to the largest municipal 
bankruptcy in U.S. history. 

REUTERS 



Submit your photos for a chance to 

win a week of fun in the sun at a RIU resort! 

We're not looking for a super model, we're looking for you! 


SPONSORED BY 


RIU 


Hotels tc- Resorts 


^YOURi 

hv Siifi 


ca 

bjSimquest 


21 all-inclusive RIU vacations 
to be won! 

To enter, all you hove to do is upload a picture of 
yourself onto our v/ebsite, and then get as many friends 
and family as you can to vote for you. The picture with 
the most votes in each category wins a trip. 

What's more, by voting for you, your friends and 
family will be entered into a separate draw to win 
their own trip! 


There are 5 categories you can enter... 

'Family' (Parents & kids), 'Generational' (grandparents, 
parents & kids), 'Friends' (group of 3), 'Couples', and 
'Weddings/Renewal of Vows'. Enter just one or all 5! 
Sunquest stands for fun, and we want to see you having 
a great time! 

For more details, including all the prizes and 
how to enter, go to www.yourquest.ca. 

Enter soon, the contest ends January 30,2009. 
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PM down for the count 



NationaiRe 


A week ago 

Stephen Harper 
was sitting pret¬ 
ty. He could com¬ 
fortably look 
ahead to another long-last¬ 
ing minority government. 

There was no appetite in 
the opposition ranks to 
bring his government 
down. 

But Stephen Harper, or 
Stephen Hubris as he is 
sometimes called, can’t 
help himself. His brutally 
partisan and spiteful politi¬ 
cal instincts have too firm 


a grip on his soul. At a time 
of global economic crisis, 
at a time when cheap polit¬ 
ical partisanship should 
have been forgotten, he at¬ 
tempted a naked political 
power grab that has sealed 
his doom. 

These types of leaders 
are usually described as po¬ 
litical animals. But that’s 
nowhere near strong 
enough for this PM. With 
this guy, there is no sense 
that politics is the pursuit 
of enlightened public poli¬ 
cy. Rather, it is total Mac- 
bethian bloodsport. It’s 
about sucking the political 
blood out of every oppo¬ 
nent in sight. He thrives 
off it, lives off it. He’s 
Count Stephen, political 
vampire. 

And we can probably say 
now that the Count has 
given himself an expira¬ 
tion date. 


(Harper) attempted 
a naked political 
power grab that has 
sealed his doom. 

For a while he can run 
and consult his party’s 
dirty-tricks handbook (200 
pages) and hide. 

He can avoid a confi¬ 
dence vote and the possi¬ 
bility of a weird and wob¬ 
bly coalition government 
by proroguing Parliament. 
That would risk derision 
for Mr. Harper, as in “Look 
at the coward run.” 

And if he goes that 
route, it means he would 
have to come back with an¬ 
other throne speech early 
in the year. The opposition 
could vote him out then or, 
following that, on his 
budget. Meanwhile, having 
made such a colossal mis¬ 


calculation on his econom¬ 
ic statement, the daggers 
in his own party will soon 
be out for him. There was 
already uneasiness with 
him for his failing to win a 
majority when conditions 
seemed so right in the last 
campaign. 

His one hope is that the 
Governor General buys the 
line that a coalition de¬ 
pendent on a separatist 
party for survival is not a 
viable option and calls an¬ 
other election. 

Who knows what would 
happen then, if there was 
another campaign. 

The disgust among Cana¬ 
dians would be incalcula¬ 
ble. 

Anyone could win, in¬ 
cluding Count Stephen. 


Lawrence Martin is a Globe and Mail 
correspondent and author who writes 
about national affairs from Ottawa. 



Views 


Protecting arts funding should be a priority in Canada 


1 attended a rally over a 
month ago. The goal was 
to unite the artists of this 
country and remind them 
to vote for culture and that 
together, we have a strong 
voice, and we need to use 
it. 

The election is over now, 
but 1 would like to see us 
hold on to the momentum 
and learn a lesson from our 
Quebecois contemporaries. 
Our prime minister has said 



Melanie 

Doane 


that ordinaiy people are not 
interested in art. 

He lets us know this in 
spite of his opinion, for he 
is a music lover and can ac¬ 
tually play the piano him¬ 
self 


That’s incredible! 

Kind of reminds me of 
the scene in Pretty Woman 
where suddenly we see 
Richard Gere, alone in the 
hotel ballroom, working 
out his angst on the key¬ 
board. He’s so sensitive, so 
artsy. 

It’s an insult. 

There’s a play 1 wish Mr. 
Harper had seen. It’s about 
growing up loving the pi¬ 
ano, playing and practicing 


for years only to discover 
you are not good enough 
to be a professional musi¬ 
cian. 2 Pianos, 4 Hands 
played to sold out audi¬ 
ences across Canada and 
America, had a long off- 
Broadway run and also 
plays in London’s West 
End. It continues to be per¬ 
formed around the world 
today. 

It started with a tiny 
grant at a tiny theatre, and 


it’s safe to say the invest¬ 
ment paid off. It was a hit 
because it spoke to people. 

Our friends in la belle 
province understand this. 

They like their artists. 
They support them and the 
monetary returns are sub¬ 
stantial. 

We need look no further 
for a great model to contin¬ 
ue to improve the relation¬ 
ship between art, business 
and government. 
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Melanie Doane is a Juno award-winning 
singer/songwriter whose new album, A 
Thousand Night, features Ron Sexsmith, Jim 
Cuddy and Emilie-Claire Barlow. 



If s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: edmontonletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender's full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Another U.S. rate cut possible 

Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke said another interest-rate cut from the current one per cent is “certainly feasible," though 
he noted the move may not kickstart the economy. Many economists expect the cut to come by Dec. i6. cbc news online 
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n brief 


RESULTS Canada's economy 
grew at a faster clip than ex¬ 
pected in the third quarter as 
a rebound in goods-produc- 


ing industries offset weak ex¬ 
ports and consumer 
spending. Statistics Canada 
said yesterday that Canada's 


GDP expanded 1.3 per cent 
on an annualized basis, beat¬ 
ing the market forecast of 1.1 
per cent growth. Reuters 




Career Finder 


To Advertise Contact Carrie Solinas at 780-701-0348 


resh 

PIZZA 73 


3. coitv 



PIZZA 73 HAS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERYONE. We 

offer flexible scheduling ideal for students, as well as full time 
opportunities with benefits and unlimited potential for growth 
within our company. We are looking for dynamic individuals with 
exceptional customer service skills and great keyboarding ability 
to join our team. We offer a variety of flexible shifts from 4PM 
- SAM, with part time and full time positions available. Previous 
Call Centre and / or Sales experience is an asset. Base salary is 
supplemented by commission plus shift premiums. Our Call Centre is 
directly connected to the Bay Station LRT and bus transit stop at 103 
Street and Jasper Avenue. We provide secure parking in our heated 
parkade in the evenings as well as transportation home for closing 
shifts on the weekends. We have a great view, a large lunch room 
equipped with Cable TV, and a casual dress working environment. 



Air Canada gets quick cash 


Air Canada said yesterday 
that Croupe Aeroplan Inc., 
the operator of the airline’s 
frequent-flyer plan, has 
agreed to speed payment 
for reward tickets issued 
under the plan, raising $70 
million for the cash- 
strapped carrier. 

Air Canada said in a 
statement the payment is 
for reward tickets issued 
by Aeroplan through May 
29, 2009. The airline said 
Air Canada and Aeroplan 
have also agreed to unspec¬ 


ified “commercial terms 
that are beneficial to both 
parties.” 

Air Canada said the deal 
was a part of a move to im¬ 
prove short and long-term 
liquidity by “both tradi¬ 
tional and nontraditional 
means.” 

Last month the airline 
said it had $1,114 billion in 
cash on hand, not far 
above the $1 billion Air 
Canada said it considered 
to be a comfortable 
amount, and it planned to 


take steps to raise addi¬ 
tional money. 

“Air Canada has indicat¬ 
ed they are looking for 
new sources of liquidity,” 
said Cameron Doerksen, 
an analyst at Versant Part¬ 
ners. “This is obviously 
part of that plan.” 

Air Canada’s class A 
shares fell 26 cents, or 12 
per cent to $1.94 at midday 
yesterday on the Toronto 
Stock Exchange, while 
Croupe Aeroplan dropped 
64 cents to $7.24. reuters 


England Santas promote Christmas shopping 



Actors dressed as Santa Claus race on scooters past John Lewis department store along Oxford 
Street during a photo call to promote Christmas shopping in London. The photo call was held last 
month to encourage consumers to boost the lagging economy by spending. 


TSX suffers its biggest net drop yet 

MARKETS The S&P/TSX com- sliding commodity prices, gains prompted a massive 

posite index fell 9.3 per cent, gloomy U.S. economic news selloff that hit eveiy market 
or 864.41 points, yesterday, and the urge to take profits sector, 
its deepest net drop yet, as after six straight days of reuters 
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Barter, trade or get 



S mart Cookies are all 
about living the sweet 
life without the sacri¬ 
fice. And in recent months, 
we have needed to become 
even more creative in get¬ 
ting what we want for less. 

So sit up and take note 
— we’ve got some savvy 
suggestions on how to save 
money on the things you 
want and, in some cases, 
even get them for free! 
Barter 

We all have a special 
skill or services that we 
can offer others. Why not 
barter for other services or 
products? A family we 
worked with on our W net¬ 
work show. Smart Cookies, 
actually bartered their 
daughter’s entire wedding. 
And one of our Smart 
Cookies has bartered her 
marketing services for free 


personal training sessions. 
Just be sure that when you 
do barter, it is a fair trade. 
If you make $100 an hour 
and the person you are 
bartering with does work 
that is valued at $25 an 
hour, be sure that you do 
not do a one-hour swap — 
if you do you will be de¬ 
valuing your work and 
yourself! 

Trade 

Check to see if you can 
get what you are looking 
for through trading or 
swapping. There are a 
number of websites where 
you can exchange things 
you already own, and no 
longer want, for things you 
do want. The basic premise 
in which these sites are 
based is that you provide 
things you want to get rid 
of to other people, in ex¬ 
change for points. With 
your points you purchase 
items that you might want 
from other individuals. 
Items up for swapping in¬ 
clude books, DVDs, games 
and baby items. One of 
our favourites for books is 
bookmooch.com. Also, 
check out Craigslist.com, 


which offers swapping 
services and posts informa¬ 
tion about swap meets in 
your area. 

Since coming together as 
a money group, we have 
saved thousands of dollars 
on clothes and other items. 
Not only do we share our 
stuff but we swap as well. 
Once a season, we get to¬ 
gether with our friends 
and swap everything from 
clothes, magazines, to 
beauty products that we 
no longer need. Not only 
do you save money, but it 
is also a great way to get to¬ 
gether with girlfriends 
without spending a ton of 
cash. 

On the House 

Who said you can’t get 
an 5 ^hing for free? There 
are heaps of things that 
people no longer want but 
are willing to give away in 
the interest of recycling 
and reusing. 

Check out Craigslist.com 
and freecycle.ca for things 
you might be looking for. 
We found a brand new 
medium sized pet carrier 
(perfect for our pampered 
pooch Lucy), a beautiful 


it free 

wine rack and even a new 
couch! 

Also, if you are a new 
parent, tons of companies 
compete for your business 
by offering free samples, 
promotional packages and 
goodies. Check out 
freeparentstuff.ca. 

For more ways to save 
check out 

smartcookies.com or pick 
up a copy of our book 
Smart Cookies Guide to 
Making More Dough. 

If you have questions or 
suggestions for the Smart 
Cookies e-mail us at smart- 
cookies@metronews.ca. 


Tune in Wednesday night at 9 p.m. EST/PST 
on the W Network and be sure to visit 
smartcookies.com for more tips. 



Allan 
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Investing 


The week's column gives a 


market commentary for the 


past two weeks. Visit 


metronews.ca 


Your Money 


HiSAVE* Savings Account r ; ' . . .. , ^ 

I Apply online : ^iClClbank. cal 

ICICI Bank and logo and the HiSAVE namlare registered^trademarks^ 

Do the gains/iosses dance 


Two months ago, I 
sold a condo for a 
substantial gain. 
The condo was rented for 
the past two years. With 
decline in stock prices, this 
is a good opportunity to 
sell some losers to reduce 
my condo gains. These are 
solid stocks, so I will have 
my wife re-purchase them 
the next day to keep in my 
portfolio. Tm in the 
market for the long term. 
What percentage of my 
gains are taxed and losses 
deductible? Manny 

Generally, the 
profits from the 
sale of real estate 
are taxed as capital gains. 
Fifty per cent of the gains 
are taxed at your marginal 
tax rate. Capital gains can 
be reduced with capital 
losses from other invest¬ 
ments such as stocks. In¬ 
vestors can use the sale of 
shares as a year-end tax 
planning strategy to either 
reduce gains or utilize car- 





Money 


choochonghcga(ayahoo.ca 


ry-forward losses. Don’t 
wait until Dec. 31st, trades 
are generally settled in 5 
business days. 

However, individuals 
should consult their finan¬ 
cial advisor. The sale of 
shares that result in a loss 
when the individual or 
spouse (or affiliated person) 
purchases the same shares 
within 30 days prior to or 
subsequent to the sale 
would be considered a “Su¬ 
perficial loss.” CRA will dis¬ 
allow the deduction and 
add the loss to the cost 
base of repurchased shares. 


Henry Choo Chong, CCA, provides 
professional accounting and taxation 
solutions: choochonghcgaQyahoo.ca. 


AIR CANADA ^ VACATIONS 



BUY ONE 
GET ONE 

Cozumel via Toronto 


FREE! 


Occidental 

passenger 

2^^ passenger 

Grand Cozumel • 41/2-^ 

All-Inclusive • Deluxe rm. 

51859 

FREE! 

Jan. 23 & 30 • 1 wk. 

Upgrade to the Royal Club luxury rm. for $1069 per couple. 

Taxes & fees: $307 

Taxes & fees: $307 

Cancun/Mayan Riviera 



Occidental 

passenger 

2^^ passenger 

Grand Xcaret • 41/2-^ 

All-Inclusive • Deluxe rm. 

51869 

FREE! 

Jan. 7,14,21 & 28 • 1 wk. 

Taxes & fees: $290 

Taxes & fees: $290 


Upgrade to the Royal Club luxury rm. for $400 per couple. 

Punta Cana via Calgary 
Occidental Grand 
Punta Cana • 4^ 

All-Inclusive • Junior suite 
Jan.1,8&15*lwk. 

Upgrade to the Royal Club luxury rm. for $600 per couple. 


passenger 

^1939 

Taxes & fees: $313 


2 ^^ passenger 

FREE! 

Taxes & fees: $313 


OCCIDENTAL HOTELS & RESORTS 


CONNECT FREV • Calgary • Lethbridge • 
Nanaimo • Regina • Saskatoon 


aircanadavacations.com 

Call 1 866 529-2079 or your travel agent 


Prices are per person based on double occupancy, unless otherwise stated, from Edmonton International Airport. New bookings only. $ubject to availability. Not applicable to group bookings. $ale prices reflect applicable reductions, are subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Flights operated by 
Air Canada. For applicable terms and conditions, consult the Air Canada Vacations brochures. ■ 'Available in conjunction with flight-inclusive packages. Non-stop flights via Edmonton. Excluding U$A & Europe destinations. *0ffer valid on advertised packages from specified gateways only. Prices in this ad are valid for bookings made by Dec. 12/08. ■ ®Aeroplan is 
a registered trademark of Aeroplan Limited Partnership. ®Air Canada Vacations is a registered trademark of Air Canada, used under license by Touram Limited Partnership. Visit www.aircanadavacations.com for up-to-date information. 
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Ronaldo searchable 

Manchester United's Cristiano Ronaldo was named Yahoo Canada's most searched athlete for 2008 yesterday. 

U.S. swimmer Michael Phelps was second while Sidney Crosby was third, metro news services 


Sports 
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^ Penn State mascot arrested 




^ ^ The Penn State University student who plays the Nittany Lion mas- 

^ i r arrested on a DUI charge and his status for the Rose Bowl 

\ V is in doubt, police and school officials said. James Sheep was 
' pulled over by police on Nov. 22 , hours before Penn State’s 49- 
\ 18 win over Michigan State, University Police Capt. Bill Mo- 
^ erschbacher said yesterday. 
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Burress posts 
$100K in bail 


NFL New York Giants wide 
receiver Plaxico Burress 
faced charges of criminal 

possession of 

Plaxico in a Manhat- 
Burress tan nightclub, 
prosecutors said. Burress 
was not asked to enter a 
plea and posted bail of 
$100,000 US. 


The 31-year-old faces two 
counts of criminal posses¬ 
sion of a weapon including 
possession of a loaded 
weapon with the intent to 
use it unlawfully, prosecu¬ 
tors said. If convicted he 
could face three and a half 
to 15 years in jail. He is due 
back in court March 31. 


Former NHLer 
Martin dies 

HOCKEY Quebec police say 
Hubert (Pit) Martin, a four¬ 
time NHL all-star in the 
1960s and ’70s, has died 
after his snowmobile 
plunged into an icy lake. 

Martin, 64, was driving 
the vehicle on a lake in 
northwestern Quebec on 
Sunday when the ice 
cracked and he plunged 
into the freezing water. 
Martin played 1,101 NHL 
games with the Detroit 
Red Wings, Boston Bruins, 
Chicago Blackhawks, and 
Vancouver Canucks, amas¬ 
sing 809 points from 1963 
to 1979. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 


NHL 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
Columbus 3 Vancouver 2 
Detroit 2 Anaheim l 
Nashville 2 Buffalo 0 
Colorado 6 Minnesota 5 
Toronto at Los Angeles 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Tampa Bay at Philadelphia 
Florida at Washington 
Atlanta at Montreal 
Dallas at CALGARY 
Los Angeles at Phoenix 
Toronto at San Jose 


NBA 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
Boston 107 Orlando 88 
Charlotte lOO Minnesota go 
Miami at Golden State 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
L.A. Lakers at Indiana 
Washington at New Jersey 
Portland at New York 
Detroit at San Antonio 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
L.A. Clippers at Dallas 
Toronto at Denver 
Utah at Sacramento 


NFL 


YESTERDAY’S RESULT 
Houston 30 Jacksonville 17 


Changes looming for Oilers 


B race yourself for a 
major shakeup in¬ 
volving the Ed¬ 
monton Oilers. 

NHL sources told Metro 
yesterday the Oilers are 
poised to complete a signif¬ 
icant trade and/or fire 
coach Craig MacTavish, 
likely this week. 

“They (the Oilers) have 
come nowhere close to 
what they expected to be 
this season and (club chief) 
Kevin Lowe is extremely 
annoyed,” an NHL source 
said. “Kevin’s just about 
ready to pull the trigger.” 

The Oilers were sup¬ 
posed to be a contender 
this season. 

Oddsmakers reckoned 
they’d likely qualify for the 
playoffs. Yet they’ve turned 
out to be inconsistent, at 
best, and are below .500. 

Pre-season prognostica¬ 
tions predicting prolific 
production from the Oilers’ 
forwards are proving false 
and it’s actually defence- 
men leading the team in 
scoring. 




Edmonton players are 
bracing themselves for 
changes, but defenceman 
Sheldon Souray hopes Mac¬ 
Tavish isn’t affected. 

“It’s not Mac’s fault,” 
Souray said. 

“It’s up to the guys here 
to bring a little more and 
be a little more account¬ 
able for our production.” 

MacTavish is in his 
eighth season as the Oilers’ 
coach. 

Only two of his counter¬ 
parts — the Buffalo Sabres’ 
Lindy Ruff (11 sea¬ 
sons) and the 
Nashville Predators’ 

Bariy Trotz (10) — 
have coached their 
NHL teams longer 
than MacTavish. 

• From the hard-to- 


believe department comes 
information of a mind-bog¬ 
gling bidding war for pitch¬ 
er A.J. Burnett, who is 31, 
injuiy-prone and has start¬ 
ed 30 games in a season on¬ 
ly twice. 

The Blue Jays would like 
to re-sign the right-hander, 
but they won’t come close 
to matching offers made 
by the New York Yankees, 
Boston Red Sox, Balti¬ 
more Orioles, At¬ 
lanta Braves and 
Philadelphia 
Phillies. 

When all’s said 
and done, Burnett 
will collect a guaran 
teed $85 million to 
$90 million 
US for 
five sea¬ 
sons. 

Unbe¬ 


lievable, eh? 

• Syndicated baseball 
columnist Tracy Ringolsby 
listed Jays general manag¬ 
er J.P. Ficciardi as one of 
his top turkeys for a U.S. 
Thanksgiving Day piece 
last week. 

Why? 

“For continuing to moan 
about the struggles of 
competing in a division 
that includes the 
free-spending Yan¬ 
kees and Red Sox 
while Tampa Bay, 
with the second- 
lowest payroll, 
was winning the 
American League 
East.” 

• The 
Milwau¬ 
kee 
Brew¬ 
ers 
are 


MacTavish is 
among the 
NHL's 
longest 
tenured 
head 
coaches. 


Talk Heat-ing up 

• The Toronto Raptors, des¬ 
perately attempting to 
strengthen their bench, are 
talking trade. NBA sources 
tell Metro's Marty York that 
Raps chief Bryan Colangelo 
spent part of the past week¬ 
end examining potential 
deals with Miami Heat 
counterpart Pat Riley, 
among others. 

dumping Quebec-born re¬ 
liever Eric Gagne, who 
compiled a 5.44 earned- 
run average last season 
and lost the closer’s role in 
May ... The Red Sox are 
adding two quality Japan¬ 
ese pitchers — 22-year-old 
Junichi Tazawa and 33- 
year-old Kenjin Kawakami 
... Boston is also hot to trot 
after star first baseman 
Mark Texeira ... And the 
Jays still covet slugger Mil- 
ton Bradley, although they 
have yet to talk dollars 
with him — and he’s lean¬ 
ing toward a deal with the 
Rays. 


Recession 

The NHL will likely find it¬ 
self on financial thin ice if 
the recession deepens, 
according to many 
leading economists and 
financiers in the sports 
community. 

With no substantial 
American television con¬ 
tract, teams in question¬ 
able, non-traditional mar¬ 
kets and a falling Canadian 
dollar, the National Hockey 
League will suffer more 
than North America’s other 
major sports leagues in a 
prolonged economic down¬ 
turn, according to those ex¬ 
perts. 

The upside for Canadian 
fans is that those economic 
woes could mean another 
team north of the border as 
owners look to the game’s 
hotbeds as an economic 
salve. 

“Hockey is the most vul¬ 
nerable and that’s primarily 
because of the lack of a TV 
contract in the United 
States,” said Richard Pow¬ 
ers, associate dean of Rot- 
man School of Business at 
the University of Toronto. 

“1 really do think we’re 
going to see some contrac¬ 
tion and/or relocation. And 
it’s veiy likely we’re going 
to see another franchise in 


likely to hurt NHL more than other sports 
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U.S. markets such as Washington, above, also have attendance 
problems. 


Canada. Where it will end 
up, Winnipeg or southern 
Ontario, is anyone’s guess. 
But the market here is 
ripe.” 

The experts generally 
agreed the NFL would 
emerge from the economic 
downturn largely un¬ 
scathed because of its mass 
appeal, enormous stadi¬ 
ums, short schedule and af¬ 
fordable ticket prices. 

The NFL’s TV deal is 
worth $2.2 billion (all fig¬ 
ures U.S.). While the NBA 
and Major League Baseball 
also have hefty broadcast 


price tags, the NHL gives its 
games away to NBC south of 
the border under a profit- 
sharing arrangement. 

The NHL board of gover¬ 
nors meets later this month 
with the state of the econo¬ 
my on the agenda. 

“We, the Leafs, are look¬ 
ing forward to that discus¬ 
sion so we can hear how 
healthy the league is,” said 
Richard Peddie, president of 
Maple Leaf Sports and En¬ 
tertainment. “It’s tough out 
there. Our business is soft 
around the edges. That T- 
shirt isn’t being bought. I’ll 


pass on the fries with that 
hamburger. 

“It may sound trivial, but 
it all adds up.” 

Larry Grimes, president 
of W.B. Grimes and Co., 
which specializes in sports- 
team acquisition, says the 
recent uptick in interest in 
hockey — its success with 
outdoor games, the market¬ 
ing of Sidney 
Crosby and 
strong Stanley 


‘Hockey is the most 

Cup ratings — Vulnerable and 

might act as a (hat’s primarily 

buffer for the t ' , 

league. because of the lack 
But he said ofa(U.S.)TV 
Ae dechne of contract;, 

the Canadian . , , 

dollar after Richard Powers 
the six Cana¬ 
dian teams generated $150 
million in profit last year is 
an issue. 

“The falling Canadian dol¬ 
lar versus the U.S. dollar cer¬ 
tainly can’t be good news if 
you’re a Canadian owner,” 

Grimes said. “It’s heading 
south again. That would 
make it difficult to pay the 
big salary and compete in 
the fr ee-agency market.” 

In 2007, a rising loonie 
spurred growth in the 
NHL’s strongest markets. 

But with it back down in 


the 80-cent range, the Cana¬ 
dian dollar could have cata¬ 
strophic impact on revenue 
and the salary cap: 

• If the salary cap, pegged at 
56.7 per cent of revenues, 
declines, some teams might 
have to dump players, while 
free agents expecting a bo¬ 
nanza would have to settle 
for less. 

• A prolonged 
recession 
could also 
have a pro¬ 
found effect 
on hockey’s 
grassroots, es¬ 
pecially in the 
U.S. 

“1 am con¬ 
cerned about 
hockey,” said 
Modansky, who 
business valua- 


Robert 
heads up 
tions and bankruptcies for 
Rosen Se 5 nnour Shapss Mar¬ 
tin and Co. in New York. 

Modansky comes from a 
hockey-mad family that at¬ 
tends Rangers games and 
has one son in hockey. 

“1 make a moderate six- 
figure income. But what 
about the guy who doesn’t? 
Hockey is an expensive 
sport to play, to have your 
kids play, or to watch.” 
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Self-diagnosis by search engine 

Online health information is breeding a generation of cyberchondriacs — people who needlessly fear the worst 
diagnosis after surfing the Net, says a Microsoft team that studied health-related web searches, bbc news online 


lifestyle 13 





Squashing high blood pressure 

Getting more potassium may lower the risk of developing high blood 
pressure and decrease blood pressure in people who already have it. 
Winter squash is a rich source: One cup (250 mL) of hubbard squash, 
for instance, provides about 16 per cent of what you need each day. 

BEST HEALTH MAGAZINE 


Debunking myths about HIV/AIDS 


CELIA MILNE 

for Metro Canada 


Haven’t heard much about 
HIV/AIDS lately? The 
disease is definitely still 
with us. think there’s a 
misconception that the 
HIV/AIDS problem has 
gone away in Canada. And 
that is not the case,” says 
Dr. Ann Stewart, Medical 
Director at Casey House in 
Toronto. 

Every two hours, some¬ 
one in Canada is infected 
with HIV. In fact, Ontario 
has experienced a shock¬ 
ing 75 per cent increase in 
HIV incidence rates in the 
last 10 years. More and 
more of those contracting 
the virus are women and 
young people. And while 
medications have given 
many a chance to live their 
lives, doctors are starting 


to see premature aging in 
those who have been tak¬ 
ing meds for a long time. 

With the commemora¬ 
tion of World AIDS Day 
yesterday, Casey House 
and the Toronto People 
with AIDS Foundation 
would like to blast some 
common m 3 ^hs about HIV. 
MYTH: I won’t get HW be¬ 
cause I’m straight and I 
don’t use TV drugs. 

FACT: Most people who be¬ 
come infected with HN 
thought it couldn’t happen 
to them. Although gay 
men and drug users are 
most at risk for contract¬ 
ing HIV, nearly 30 per cent 
of new infections in Cana¬ 
da now happen in women. 
MYTH: You can catch HW 
from mosquito bites, or 
from touching, hugging or 
kissing someone who is 
HIV positive. 


FACT: Only semen, vaginal 
fluid, blood or breast milk 
transmit HN. 

MYTH: I don’t feel sick, 
therefore I don’t have HIV. 
FACT: You can have HIV and 
be symptom-free for many 
years. In fact, you may be 
extremely infectious. 
MYTH: You can’t get HW 
from someone who is get¬ 
ting treatment. 

FACT: Although treatment 
can impact the risk of infec¬ 
tion, HIV can still be trans¬ 
mitted through unprotect¬ 
ed sex with someone who 
is receiving treatment. 
MYTH: A diagnosis of HW 
is a death sentence. 

FACT: People with HYV are 
living longer than ever be¬ 
fore, but they remain vul¬ 
nerable to developing AIDS 
and other serious diseases 
such as opportunistic can¬ 
cers, heart disease, osteo- 


HIV rates 

Alberta: There are ap¬ 
proximately 3,200 people 
living with HIV/AIDS, with 
a much higher rate of in¬ 
fection in Edmonton than 
in Calgary. 

B.C.: It's estimated there 
are 12,000 people infected 
with HIV. 

Ontario: More than 

26,000 people are living 
with HIV, and of that num¬ 
ber, 16,550 live in Toronto. 

CELIA MILNE/ 
FOR METRO CANADA 

porosis and diabetes, and 
must adhere to careful 
treatment (and its negative 
side effects) for the rest of 
their lives. 

MYTH: If I get HfV, I can be 
cured with treatment. 

FACT: There is no cure for 
HIV/AIDS. 



Contracting HIV from touching, hugging or kissing is a myth. It 
can only be transmitted through semen, vaginal fluid, blood or 
breast milk. 



RGANIKA 


>RGAN1KA 


Full Spectrum 
Plant Enzymes 


'Sftbie (Of Vegetarians Adapte pour les Yegeorrt 
vegetarian capsules / capsules veget^ 


Helps your body to assimilate vitamins, proteins & 
other nutrients. Also assists the body in proper 
digestion and elimination carbs 
and fats. Stops you from ( 
feeling bloated after your ^ 
holiday feasts. So enjoy J 
the holiday season and fm 
don’t forget your Full Ifl 
Spectrum Plant Enzymes. H| 

Bon a petit. 

Cut this advertisement 
out to receive 20%-25% off 
Plant Enzymes (all 4 sizes)! 

Expires: 01.02.09 




OPTIMUM Health / Edmonton, Alberta ' 



Sherwood Park 780-467-6650 
Oliver Square 780-452-5705 
South Edmonton 780-432-5464 



Lose Weight... 
Feel Great! 

With Biothera's Laser Weight Loss 
Management Program (LWL""") 

■ 

Biothera’s Laser Weight Loss Management is a 
complete system combining the benefits of cold 
laser technology along with a comprehensive 
nutritional program. Not only will you shed those 
unwanted pounds naturally without drugs, pills or 
side-effects, but you will look and feel better... all 
with one on one weight loss support with one of 
our Program Coordinators. 


How Does Cold Laser Help You Lose Weight 


LWL™ treatments stimulates your metabolism 
thereby helping your body to use food more effi¬ 
ciently instead of storing it as fat. In addition, 
your appetite will be suppressed. LWL” is also 
highly effective in relieving stress, which in turn 
will help alleviate food cravings. 

To find out more about LWL™, simply call one of our clinics or better still make an 
appointment fora no-charge consultation. 


West End Medical Building 
Suite #202. 9509 - 156 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5P 4J5 
780.483.0729 
edmontonfdbiothera.ca 


BIOTHERA 


What is LWL”? 



























metro 


metronews.ca 


Tuesday, December 2,2008 



Learning Curve is a 

monthly feature that focuses 
on education and student life. 


Learning Curve 


SPECIAL FEATURES EDITOR: STEPHANIE BOMBA, STEPHANIE.BOMBA^METRONEWS.CA 


No shame in 


JONTATTRIE 

for Metro Canada 


Students whose 
intelligence and work eth¬ 
ic saw them ace high 
school may crash and burn 
when they hit university. 
They may be in the wrong 
course, overwhelmed by 
the huge change in 
lifestyle, or just studying 
wrong — but help is at 
hand. 

Marsha Padfield is the 
head of the University of Al¬ 
berta’s Fresh Start program. 
It’s designed for students 
who have failed first year. 

“We spend quite a lot of 
time figuring out what 
went wrong,” Padfield says. 
“That may be in their per¬ 
sonal life, may be emotion¬ 
al or physical things, may 
be lack of academic skills, 
wrong faculty — it’s an ex¬ 
tensive process.” 

Once they’ve figured out 


what went wrong they start 
to put it right. Padfield says 
a lack of academic skills are 
often the root of the prob¬ 
lem, especially for bright 
students. 

“They have to have study 
skills and they haven’t de¬ 
veloped them,” she says. 
“We say that it’s not time 
management, it’s learning 
how to manage yourself 
within time. You can’t 
change the time,” she 
laughs. “You need to make 
better choices. You cannot 
party every night.” 

Fresh Start, which turns 
around an impressive 60 
per cent of the students it 
works with, makes sure 
people are studying what 
they want, not what their 
parents want. In some cas¬ 
es, a trade school is a better 
fit for the student’s ambi¬ 
tions. 

“Some of it is basic, 
smack-between-the-eye- 
balls stuff: You can’t work 


‘‘You can’t work 30 
hours a week and 
take a fuU-time 
course load. I don’t 
care who you are, 
you can’t do it.” 
Marsha Padfield 


30 hours a week and take a 
full-time course load. I 
don’t care who you are, you 
can’t do it,” Padfield says. 

Nellie Perret, a counsel¬ 
lor at the University of 
Toronto, agrees. 

Get help, she says. 
There’s no shame in sitting 
down with a counsellor or 
registrar and making sure 
you’re in the right place 
and putting in enough 
work. But work smart, not 
just hard. 

“The (study) strategies 
they’ve used in the past 
aren’t necessarily going to 


getting help 


serve them well here,” she 
explains. Some high school 
students excelled by attend¬ 
ing eveiy class and reading 
eveiy textbook. They won’t 
have time to do that at uni¬ 
versity, so students have to 
study strategically. 

If the test is multiple 
choice, study with a greater 
attention to facts and de¬ 
tails. If it’s essay exams, fo¬ 
cus on the big picture. If 
the lecturer teaches largely 
out of the book, then per¬ 
haps you don’t need to read 
it as closely and can devote 
that time to other areas. 

Adrenaline junkies may 
find that the last minute at 
university is not as long as 
it was in high school. 
“There’s just way too much 
material to process and big, 
cumulative exams. They’ve 
got to learn how to pace 
themselves,” Perret says. 
“It’s about being a little 
more savvy about universi¬ 
ty culture.” 



University students have to study strategically, as they won’t have 
time to attend every class and read every textbook, experts say. 


Job opportunities exist despite economic climate 


ERIC EMIN WOOD 

for Metro Canada 


As they prepare for their 
final term of university, 
soon-to-be graduates can 
be forgiven for fearing 
their job prospects are 
dim, given the current eco¬ 
nomic climate. But many 
employment services rep¬ 
resentatives say the 
opportunities haven’t 


changed nearly as much as 
students might think. 

Campus job postings 
“have changed slightly,” 
says Ian Ingles, employ¬ 
ment services co-ordinator 
with Ryerson University’s 
career centre. “But using 
that as a gauge of what’s 
happening, we haven’t seen 
a big downturn in the num¬ 
ber of employers coming on 
campus to recruit.” 

Like many schools, Ryer¬ 


son has two sets of fairs: 
Three in the fall term and 
three in the winter. “It’s still 
too early to tell” if atten¬ 
dance at the winter fairs 
will be lower than last year, 
says Ingles. 

Dalhousie University has 
experienced its “busiest, 
most robust year ever,” says 
Laura Addicott, director of 
the school’s career services 
centre. “The activity has 
been outstanding in terms 


of the quality and quantity 
of opportunities for today’s 
graduating students.” Major 
employers include the pub¬ 
lic sector, the mining sector, 
and financial and tech com¬ 
panies. Like Ingles, Addicott 
says it’s difficult to measure 
the current effects of the 
downturn, since recruit¬ 
ment at universities are con¬ 
centrated in the fall term. 

At the University of Alber¬ 
ta, the number of job post¬ 


ings are below 2007 levels, 
but above 2006 levels, says 
Carey Castillo, manager of 
employer relations at the 
university’s career centre — 
and 2007 “was a very 
strange year. Employers 
were under a lot of pressure 
to hire people,” she says. 

Certain sectors, such as fi¬ 
nance, have been affected, 
Castillo says. “We have 
talked to organizations who 
maybe planned to hire 100 


this year and have scaled it 
back to 70. But it doesn’t 
mean that they’re not hir¬ 
ing anybody,” she says. 

Castillo says one factor re¬ 
mains constant regardless 
of the economic climate: If 
companies don’t hire now, 
then when they do need ex¬ 
perienced workers, they’re 
not going to exist. 

“It’s in their interest to 
maintain what hiring they 
possibly can,” she says. 
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In search of 
awareness 

U of A course helps 
students find themselves 



People can feel marginalized under the burden of every day life, instructor Kelly Polanski says. 


TAGHREEDSAADEH 

for Metro Canada 


The University of 
Alberta Liberal Studies 
Department is giving stu¬ 
dents what they want. 

Back by popular de¬ 
mand, the course Finding 
Your Way In The Second 
Half of Life: Age 35+ re¬ 
turns for eight weeks be¬ 
ginning Feb. 2, 2009. 

“[The course] is a 
thought-provoking and 
contemplative course,” 
says Kelly Polanski, course 
instructor and Jungian-ori- 
ented psychotherapist. “[It] 


will guide the individual in 
asking themselves key 
questions to uncover their 
family-of-origin assump¬ 
tions, difficult relationship 
patterns, and reconsider 
their latent passions in or¬ 
der to move from career to 
one’s true vocation.” 

She adds: “Anywhere be¬ 
tween the ages of 35 and 
70, many people arrive in¬ 
to adulthood with a ques¬ 
tion: Is this all that life is 
about? 

“The individual in our 
mass society can feel in¬ 
creasingly marginalized 
under the burden of an un¬ 
fulfilling job, long-term re¬ 


lationship shifts and in¬ 
creasing family obliga¬ 
tions,” she said. 

“Some reach adulthood 
having done all that we 
were told to live a good life 
and found the promise of 
this sorely lacking. We be¬ 
gin to question the con¬ 
structs we have lived by, 
the choices we have made, 
realize our limitations, and 
can feel lost and stuck 


wondering. Just who am I 
and what am I here for 
anyway?” she added. 

Polanski said that these 
accumulating issues in the 
first half of our lives are a 
natural part of building a 
“conscious ego” to appro¬ 
priately adapt to the world 
in which we find our¬ 
selves. 

“Per capita, the ratio of 
baby boomers in this 


midlife transitional period 
is actually larger in Cana¬ 
da than in the U.S., in¬ 
creasing their impact on 
our culture, both individu¬ 
ally and collectively,” said 
Polanski. 

“This holds enormous 
potential and implications 
for us all saying that these 
are people who evolve to 
become creative contribu¬ 
tors of our time,” she said. 


New degree 

Grant MacEwan College will 
soon begin offering a new 
four-year Bachelor of Sci¬ 
ence degree. Below are 
some details about the pro¬ 
gram: 

In September 2009, the 
first two years of the degree 
will be offered. Years three 
and four will be added in 
2010 and 2011. The first 
graduating class of the 
Bachelor of Science degree 
will be in the spring of 
2012. 

The Bachelor of Science 
program is comprised of 
120 credits of coursework 
with six majors: Biological 
Sciences, Computer Science, 
Mathematics, Mathematical 
Sciences (students focus on 
two of Mathematics, Statis¬ 
tics or Computer Science), 
Physical Sciences (students 
focus on two of Earth & At¬ 
mospheric Science, Chem¬ 
istry or Physics), Psychology. 

MacEwan science stu¬ 
dents learn in small-sized 
classes and well-equipped, 
modern laboratories with a 


Recruitment program focuses on management trainees 


ERIC EMIN WOOD 

for Metro Canada 


Attention soon-to-be busi¬ 
ness graduates: Do you 
want to work for a dynam¬ 
ic international company 
that will give you the 
chance to learn directly 
from upper management 
and possibly receive a dis¬ 
count on beer at the same 
time? 

If you answered “yes,” 



Labatt Canada recruits from 
universities across the country. 


then Labatt Canada’s Man¬ 
agement Trainee Program 
could be the perfect expe¬ 
rience for you. Recruit¬ 
ment takes place across 
Canada, from UBC to Dal- 
housie. 

“Our head office is based 
in Toronto, so the final 
panel interviews would be 
there, but once they’re 
hired, the candidates ro¬ 
tate through many of our 
different breweries and 
sales offices across Cana¬ 
da,” says Amy Secord, La¬ 
batt’s manager of talent ac¬ 
quisitions. Recruits could 
end up positioned in Hali¬ 
fax or Vancouver as easily 
as Toronto. 

This year, the North 
American program had 
more than 3,000 appli¬ 
cants, which the company 
filtered through a series of 
five interviews down to 15. 

“We’re very passionate 
about the program and we 
really make sure that we 
take the time in advance to 
make sure that we get the 


“We set you 
up with the 
expectation that 
you will be one of 
our future leaders.” 
Amy Secord 


right people in,” says Sec¬ 
ord. 

Once chosen, the gradu¬ 
ates are put through what 
Secord calls a “10-month 
cross-functional training 
program,” in which hirees 
are sent to the internation¬ 
al headquarters of InBev, 
Labatt’s parent company, 
in Leuven, Belgium, fol¬ 
lowed by two months in 
the company’s largest six 
Canadian breweries, two 
months in the commercial 
sales department, one 
month in the company’s 
corporate offices, and a 
five-month project that 
could be an 3 ^here in the 
country. 


The program’s retention 
rate is more than 90 per 
cent. “We’ve just given this 
week’s offers to our fourth 
year of candidates,” Secord 
says. “It’s a really exciting 
time for us.” 

Alexis Smith was attend¬ 
ing the University of West¬ 
ern Ontario when she first 
heard about the program. 
Now in her fourth month, 
she’s currently stationed in 
Montreal. 

“I went to the info ses¬ 
sion, and was really im¬ 
pressed because there 
were actually 10 or 15 peo¬ 
ple there representing La¬ 
batt,” she says. “It showed 
me how much the compa¬ 
ny values the program.” 

The position is paid, but 
it’s an experience you can’t 
put a dollar figure on, Sec¬ 
ord says. 

“You come out of school, 
you’re exposed to every 
single area of our compa¬ 
ny, and we set you up with 
the expectation that you 
will be one of our future 


leaders,” she says. 

To apply for the Labatt 
management trainee pro¬ 
gram, log on to 
inbev.com/go/careers. 


maximunn of 72 students 
lecture sections and 24 in 
laboratories. 

Both full-time and part- 
time students may be en¬ 
rolled in the program. 

Go to gmcc.ab.ca for 
more, metro news services 
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Dental I lyj^ienc Academy Inc. 


Accepting applications for our accredited 
DENTAL HYGIENE PROGRAM 


For Admissions Tour or Appointment 
(DOWNTOWN TORONTO) 

Phone: 416-341-0100 ext 11 or 14 
Toll Free: 1-866-666-0481 
Email: kphillips@regencydha.ca 

We look forward to meeting you! 



Start Your Own Business 


Let our experts help you create the business of your dreams 


Training to help you build a winning Business Plan 

Start-up and Business Growth Strategies 

Coaching by professional trainers to help you succeed 

Mentoring for up to a year to keep you on track 

Professional Sales Training, Networking Opportunities, and so much more! 


2 months training 
4 months coaching 
6 months mentoring 


WWW 


.microbusiness.ca Call 780.482.4462 


This free 

government 
funded program 

STARTS SOON! 

Income support 
for 6 months may 
be available 


Inspiration 

Planning 

Coaching 

Success 
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TRAINING CENTRE INC 
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Corbett hopeful for Sex sequel 

Sex and the City star John Corbett is keen to reprise his role in the hit TV show for a sequel to this year's hit 
movie. Corbett reportedly hopes his character will be able to steal Carrie back from Mr. Big. imdb.com 


Entertainment 


Streep honours 

Meryl Streep is up for awards in her 
roles in Doubt and Mamma Mia! at 
13 th annual Satellite Awards in Los 
Angeles Dec. 14 . 
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Britney Spears 


n brief 


YAHOO Barack 
Obama's pres¬ 
idential victo¬ 
ry got more 
clicks than 
any other sto¬ 
ry on 
Yahoo.com 

this year, but the most 
searched term was “Britney 
Spears," Yahoo Inc. reported on 
Monday. In the top 10 search¬ 
es, Spears — the most popular 
search term for seven of the 
past eight years — was 
followed by World Wrestling 
Entertainment and then by 
Obama, Yahoo said. 

MOVIES It's Bond once again 
on the overseas circuit as 
Quantum of Solace dominated 
the international box office for 
the fifth consecutive weekend. 
The Sony/MGM action feature 
tallied $20.1 million from 8,755 
screens in 73 markets and 
raised its foreign gross to 
$340.1 million. 

MORE ONLINE For DVD 
reviews of Wanted, and The 
Chronicles of Narnia: Prince 
Caspian, go to metronews.ca. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Strippers and honesty 


JIM REYNO 

Metro Canada 


T-Pain’s got a G-string 
thing, and he’s not afraid 
to show it. 

The 24-year-old hip- 
hop/R&B star pours his 
heart and his life into his 
music. He 
doesn’t hide 
the facts 
from any¬ 
body — espe¬ 
cially his 
wife. 

And the 
fact is, T-Pain 


Accolades 


• Good Life, T-Pain's collabo¬ 
ration with Kanye West, 
won the Grammy for best 
rap song earlier this year. 


enjoys strippers. He had a 
hit with I’m N Luv (Wit a 
Stripper) two years ago. On 
his new album, Thr33 
Ringz, he wrote the song 
Long Lap Dance to ensure 
clients get their money’s 
worth at the club. 

So is an appreciation of 
exotic dancers something a 


married man with two chil¬ 
dren — and another on the 
way — should be reveal¬ 
ing? Sure! 

“My wife is usually in the 
strip club with me,” T-Pain 
said in a recent interview 
in Toronto. “1 take her 
where 1 go. Everything 1 
talk about, she knows. She 
knows the 
exact situa¬ 
tion 
times, 
knows 

stripper 1 was 
talking about 
because she 
probably got 
a dance from her, too.” 

That heart-on (the sleeve, 
1 mean) approach to music 
permeates Thr33 Rings, 
which features plenty of 
catchy hooks, guest stars 
and strong vocals from T- 
Pain. 

And he doesn’t just sing 
about strippers. The under¬ 



T-Pain prides his latest album Thr 33 Rings on its honesty. 


stated, acoustic Keep Going 
is a shout out to the sup¬ 
port he’s received from 
wife Amber and the rest of 
his family. 

T-Pain, born Faheem 
Rasheed Najm in Tallahas¬ 
see, Fla., has already ex¬ 
ceeded his career expecta¬ 


tions by releasing Thr33 
Ringz — his third CD. 

“1 didn’t think 1 was go¬ 
ing to come this far at all, 
you know what I’m say¬ 
ing?” said T-Pain, sporting 
his trademark shades and 
top hat at the Royal York. 
“1 thought 1 was going to 


have one album and peo¬ 
ple would hate me after 
that.” 

Far from it. Aside from 
his own projects, T-Pain is a 
frequent guest on other 
people’s recordings, Chris 
Brown’s Kiss Kiss and R. 
Kelly’s I’m a Flirt (Remix) 
among the best known. 

But whether performing 
on someone else’s record¬ 
ing date or his own, T-Pain 
approaches the material 
the same way. 

“Just be honest with it,” 
he said. “People want to 
know you. As an artist, peo¬ 
ple really want to get to 
know me. That’s why peo¬ 
ple feel like they know me 
before they meet me, be¬ 
cause 1 put my whole life 
on my albums.” 

Straight up — no apolo¬ 
gies. 

“It’s honesty, man,” T- 
Pain said. “That’s why no 
one can blackmail me.” 


LASIK MD laSIK Now. Pay in 2010. 
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Boy George admitted 
handcuffing escort 


LASER VISION CORRECTION 

Starting at 

^ 490 ., 
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*0 

*0 
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Down 

Payments 

Interest 

UNTIL JANUARY 2010' 


FREE Consultation: 780-702-2020 

EDMONTON: Edmonton City Center Moll, 

10200 - 102 Avenue, Suite Cl 07 

www.lasikmd.com 

* Prices are subject to change without prior notice. Prices vary based on prescription strength. Applicable to surgery on both eyes only, 
t Subject to Desjardins Card Services credit approval. No payments, no interest until January 2010. 


Halifax | Montreal | Ottawa | Toronto | Winnipeg | Calgary | Vancouver 



LAW Singer Boy George ad¬ 
mitted to police that he 
handcuffed a male escort 
to his bed and threatened 
him, but was not going to 
kill him, a British court 
heard yesterday at his tri¬ 
al on false imprisonment 
charges. Jurors at the trial 
of the former Culture 
Club frontman, being 
tried under his real name 
George O’Dowd, were 


played a recording of his 
police interview in April 
2007. 

“1 absolutely admit 1 
had him in the handcuffs, 
so he wouldn’t go any¬ 
where while 1 checked the 
computer. 1 certainly was¬ 
n’t going to kill him. 
That’s hardly going to do 
my career any good, is 
it?” he told police. 

REUTERS 



COLLECT ALL 4 PICTURES FROM 
FRED CLAUS AND YOU COULD WIN! 

Mail all 4 pictures from Fred Claus with your name, age, 
mailing address and telephone number to: 

Fred Claus Metro Contest 



1 Concorde Gate, suite 703 
Toronto, ON M3C3N6 
Buy it now on DVD and Blu-ray! 




metr 


Do it daily. 

No purchase necessary. Movie is rated G. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal 
age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes December 12 , 2008 . Odds of winning depend on number 
of entries received. If you miss a piece and for full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 
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Ramsay swears he didn’t cheat 

Celebrity chef Gordon Ramsay has spoken out over allegations he cheated on his wife 
of 12 years, in his own inimitable style, calling the claims “bulls—." ananova.com 



entertainment 17 


Five named to 
Fame faculty 


Everything’s not coming up Rosie 


MOVIES Actors Megan Mul- 
lally, Kelsey Grammer, 
Charles S. Dutton, Bebe 
Neuwirth and Debbie Allen 
have been tenured. The 
quintet has been chosen 
for administrative and 
teaching roles in the re¬ 
make of Fame. 

All five actors have note¬ 
worthy performing-arts 
backgrounds. Mullally, 
who will play a voice 
instructor, graduated from 
the School of American 
Ballet; Grammer, who will 
play an orchestra conduc¬ 
tor, attended Juilliard; Dut¬ 
ton, who will play an act¬ 
ing teacher, went to the 
Yale School of Drama; and 
Neuwirth, who will play a 
dance teacher, has won 
two Tonys. 

Actress and choreogra¬ 
pher Allen, who played 
dance teacher Lydia Grant 
in the original film and 
won a Golden Globe for 
her role in the spinoff tele¬ 
vision series, will appear 
in the updated version as 
Principal Simms. 

REUTERS 


n brief 


FILM Tommy Lee Wallace, the 
writer-director of Halloween III 
and Fright Night Part 2 , is tak¬ 
ing horror film fans back to 
school with Helliversity. 

Wallace will direct the film, in 
which a group of American ex¬ 
change students is terrorized 
by a vengeful spirit while 
locked inside a high-security 
foreign university. Reuters 



Hunt 

Exclusive at 
metronews.ca/style 


See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 



NEED A MORTGAGE 





Call Kelly 
Parkinson 
for all your 
Mortgage 
Needs! 


Tob At Homd' 

$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
or Computer Work. 
www.TopJobAlberta.coni 
Or Write to: CHR Jobs 
900 Greenbank Road 
Suite #415«#916-MC1 
t Ottawa ON, K2J 4P6 i 


I nte lie Vision 


Rick ^ 
McGinnis 


rick.mcginnisGmetronews.ca 


I DIDN’T WANT TO SAY I TOLD 
YOU SO, BUT ... Like the fa¬ 
mous stoiy of the New 
Yorker movie critic who 
was shocked at Richard 
Nixon’s reelection since 
she didn’t know anyone 
who voted for him, 1 kept 
reading stories about Rosie 
O’Donnell’s NBC variety 
show and wondered who 
would be watching the 
thing, since 1 was sure no 
one 1 knew was. 

Maybe, 1 wondered, they 
were just hiding it — like 
married men who watch 
porn or women in journal¬ 
ism who liked Sarah Palin 
— and Rosie’s little retro 
project/labour of love 
would hit TV like Katrina. 

“Tonight, Rosie is offer¬ 
ing up what could be the 
beginning of something 
big,” anticipated Roger 
Friedman on the Fox News 
website last week, imagin¬ 
ing Rosie Live as — 1 kid 


you not — an “American 
Idol killer.” 

As much as 1 might fer¬ 
vently wish to see such a 
thing, it was never meant 
to be. 

“The faint hope of the 
rebirth of the variety show 
died tonight,” wrote 
Michael Rowe on Vanity 
Fair’s website, among the 
apparently unanimous 
post-mortem chorus. 

“Rosie, Rosie, what on 
Earth were you thinking?” 
wondered Mary McNamara 
of the Los Angeles Times. 

“Were you thinking 
camp? Were you thinking 
this will be big and brassy 
and so-over-the-top even 
the dancing cupcakes will 
be irresistible?” 

By this point you’ve 
probably figured out that 
no amount of money could 
have persuaded me to sit 
through Rosie Live, but the 
descriptions are intrigu¬ 
ing, to say the least. 

James Poniewozik de¬ 
scribes “Alanis Morissette 
wearing what appeared to 
be Celine Dion’s hair and 
wardrobe, singing a ballad 
while staring upward with 
unsettling intensity and 
standing in front of a 



Rosie O’Donnell’s new variety show was panned by critics. 


karaoke video screen of 
flying geese.” 

“Liza came up from un¬ 
der the stage, ’cause that’s 
where she’s been living 
since 1982,” wrote Vanity 
Fair’s Rowe, clearly warm¬ 
ing to the task. “She was 
shakier than the floor¬ 
boards that were holding 
up Rosie. 

“1 heard that later at the 
after-party they used her 


to mix the martinis. She 
did sing ... Uh, well, it 
seemed to me that melody 
actually frightened her. 

“It was as if she’d been 
conditioned with an elec¬ 
tric dog collar, anticipating 
a high-powered zap when¬ 
ever she barked out a 
note.” 

The good news is that, 
with just five million view¬ 
ers, Rosie will be Live no 


more. 

“No ratings, bad reviews, 
yet still — a thrill 4 me,” 
O’Donnell wrote on her 
blog with customary text¬ 
messaging economy, as 
NBC’s grimly fascinating 
death spiral continues 
with increasing velocity. 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 
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Fringe 

While investigating a string of 
bank robberies, Olivia, Walter 
and Peter find one of the sus¬ 
pects trapped inside a vault as 
if the wall had solidified around 
him, leading them to believe 
that a group of thieves has 
found a way to defy the laws 
of physics. And Walter realizes 
the thieves are after something 
of his in “Safe.” 10:01 PM on 
KAYU EDACCESS 



The Biggest Loser: Families 

If s one of the most anticipated 
episodes of every season, and 
this year the five remaining con¬ 
testants head to New York for 
new haircuts and a trip to Macy’s, 
where “Project Runway” winner 
Christian Siriano helps them pick 
out new outfits. Then the contes¬ 
tants appear on “The Tyra Banks 
Show.” 9 PM on KHQ, CHTV 

Santa Claus Is Cornin’ to Town 

A mailman explains where 
Santa Claus came from in this 
animated special from 1970. The 
future jolly old man is a foundling 
left on the doorstep of the Kring- 
les, a family of toymakers. They 
name him Kriss, and he’d like 
nothing more than to give toys 
to youngsters, but mean Burger- 
meister Meisterburger will have 
none of that. 9 PM on KXLY 
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Celebrity Buzz 


Armani denied hotel buyout 

Fashion designer Giorgio Armani has had his multimillion-dollar offer to purchase top 
London, England, hotel The Berkeley rejected, imdb.com 


Hubby set to leave Winehouse 


MARRIAGE Amy Wine- 
house’s husband says he 
wants out of their mar¬ 
riage — for her sake, Peo¬ 
ple, com reports. 

“I have to let her go to 
save her life,” Blake Field¬ 
er-Civil — who is cur¬ 
rently in rehab after 
being released from 
jail in November — 
told a British news¬ 
paper Sunday. “1 
am not abandon¬ 
ing her. 1 am doing 
this out of love.” 

During the inter¬ 
view with the 
News of the 
World, Fielder- 


Civil also admits that he 
“introduced” the 25-year- 
old Winehouse to crack 
and heroin. 

The former video pro¬ 
duction assistant — who 
wed Winehouse in 
’ 2007 — denies be¬ 

ing after the 
singer’s money 
and says he will 
not “fight her 
for anything.” 
Wine- 

house’s U.K. 
{I spokesman, 
Chris Good¬ 
man, says he 
is unaware 
of anything 



formal underway to end 
the marriage. 

Winehouse has not visit¬ 
ed her husband at the re¬ 
hab centre where he was 
sent as a condition of his 
early release. He spent al¬ 
most a year behind bars af¬ 
ter pleading guilty to 
charges of assault and at¬ 
tempting to pervert the 
course of justice. 

Meanwhile, Goodman 
tells People that the singer 
remains hospitalized at a 
London clinic and is “doing 
fine.” The rep says she is 
being seen as part of her 
ongoing medical care. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Cruise admits to erratic behaviour 


PEOPLE Tom Cruise was 
stunned by the barrage of 
criticism he received after 
his infamous couch-jump¬ 
ing interview with Oprah 
Winfrey but admits he 
could have “han¬ 
dled things bet¬ 
ter,” female- 
first.co.uk re¬ 
ports. 

The actor came 
under fire after ^ 
his bizarre ap¬ 
pearance on 
the daily 

Dogs before men 
in Bosworth's bed 

PEOPLE Actress Kate 
Bosworth would rather 
kick a man out of bed than 
disturb her beloved pooch 
Lila at night, imdb.com re¬ 
ports. 

“My boyfriend found 
^that odd... (But) 
k the dog will stay 
Vn the bed 
before the man 
D;C*nU ” she said. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


talk show in 2005, as he 
jumped up and down on 
the sofa, declaring his love 
for new girlfriend Katie 
Holmes. 

A whirlwind of bad press 
erupted following the inci¬ 
dent, especial¬ 
ly surround- 
I ing his links 
to the con- 
^ troversial 
Scientology 
faith and 
his 



comments against actress 
Brooke Shields’ decision to 
take medication to battle 
her post-natal depression. 

Cruise admits to 
Britain’s Daily Mirror that 
his behaviour was border¬ 
ing on erratic, and that he 
didn’t “handle” the situa¬ 
tions he found himself in 
with enough control. 

“There are things that 1 
could have done better. 1 
could have handled things 
better,” he says. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 




Love talks weight battle 

pressed about her balloon¬ 
ing weight. 

“Baby, if 1 could get a gas¬ 
tric band 1 would! I’ve heard 
it’s a lot of vomiting and a 
pain in the a—, but it’s still 
easier than a diet. 

Love confesses she was 
turned down for the pro¬ 
cedure, but went on to 
try liposuction on her 
stomach after that: 
“It was horrible and 
it didn’t work.” 


HEALTH Courtney Love 
wanted to have a gastric 
band fitted, but was re¬ 
fused by doctors, female- 
fir st.co.uk reports. 

The former Hole 
singer, who recently 
lost a dramatic 
amount of weighty 
prompting surgery 
rumours, admits 
she was keen to 
undergo the 
procedure after 
becoming de- 



METRO NEWS SERVICES 


No, Naomfs not getting married 


MARRIAGE Naomi Camp¬ 
bell’s representative has 
dismissed reports she’s to 
wed her bo 3 dfiend, 
Vladimir Doronin, in a se¬ 
cret December ceremony in 
Russia, imdb.com reports. 

Campbell sparked ru¬ 
mours of an engagement 
after she was pic¬ 
tured at a Moscow j 
party sporting ai 
large emerald f 

sparkler on her( 
ring finger. 

British 
tabloids are 
now claim- / 
ing Camp¬ 
bell is plan¬ 



ning a small, low-key wed¬ 
ding, after reportedly invit¬ 
ing close friends and fami¬ 
ly to join the couple for a 
special Christmas vacation. 

“Naomi asked them to 
save the date and be pre¬ 
pared to travel to Russia,” a 
source tells the Sunday 
Mirror. “She’s keeping 
tight-lipped about exactly 
what is happening — and 
has sworn everyone to 
secrecy.” 

Campbell’s 

spokesman has denied 
the claims, saying, “She 
has no plans to be in 
Russia at that time.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Bloom denies engagement 


RELATIONSHIPS Orlaudo 
Bloom and his girlfriend 
Miranda Kerr have denied 
they are engaged following 
a fluriy of rumours about 
an imminent wedding, 
imdb.com reports. 

The actor was report¬ 
ed to have proposed to 
the model before jet¬ 
ting off on a roman¬ 
tic break in Venice 
last week. 

But a representative 
for Kerr has refut¬ 
ed the claims, 
insisting the 
couple aren’t 
planning on 
walking 



down the aisle any time 
soon. 

“These rumours are not 
true,” the rep tells Peo¬ 
ple, com. “The story is com¬ 
pletely false and mislead¬ 
ing. Miranda herself has 
clearly stated she is not en¬ 
gaged. There is nothing 
else to be said.” 

The pair went public 
with their romance ear¬ 
lier this year. 

Bloom has previously 
dated stars including 
Kate Bosworth 
and Kirsten 
i Dunst. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Can’t believe I was fat: Lake 


PEOPLE Ricki Lake has 
trimmed 140 lbs. from her 
all-time top weight of 270 
pounds — and says 
she is holding. 
steady, People.com ( 
reports. 

“1 can’t believe 1^ 
was a fat person for ' 
most of my life,” the [ 
former talk show 
host said. “1 did¬ 
n’t have 


sur¬ 



gery and 1 worked hard. 
There’s no secret. I’m ac¬ 
tive. 1 watch what 1 eat.” 

But she’s certainly not 
immune to the pressure to 
stay thin: “According to 
Holl 3 AVOod standards. 
I’m not a thin girl ... 1 
don’t want to perpetuate 
that obsession but yet 1 am 
also guilty of wanting ... 
to lose weight.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


YOU COULD 


WIN A CHANCE TO SEE 


Hudson once 
'stalked’ a crush 

DATING Kate Hudson once 
“stalked” a man she was 
desperate to date, and 
even recruited her friends 
to help her track the 
unwitting suitor down, 
imdb.com reports. 

The actress confesses 
she was so obsessed with 
an unnamed bachelor, she 
tried to manipulate meet¬ 
ings in the hope he would 
ask her out. 

She doesn’t reveal if her 
tactics worked, but 
admits, “1 did go through 
this stalker phase. 1 was 
completely crazy about 
this one guy and used to 
drive by his house 
and get my 
friends to call 
me up if they 
saw him in a 
restaurant so ^ 

1 could show 
up.” 

METRO NEWS 


Diaz avoided ex’s 
new flame Biel? 

RELATIONSHIPS Camerou 
Diaz deliberately avoided 
Jessica Biel at the CNN He¬ 
roes: An All-Star Tribute, 
femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The actress rushed 
through the back 
entrance of Los Angeles’ 
Kodak Theatre on Friday 
to avoid running into Biel, 
who is dating Diaz’s ex¬ 
boyfriend, singer Justin 
Timberlake. 

“It was a careful tango 
to make sure they weren’t 
backstage at the same 
time,” a source said. 

Diaz reportedly blew up 
at Biel at the 2007 Gold- 
Globe Awards af- 
^ter she spotted her 
flirting with Tim¬ 
berlake soon af- 
^ ter they had split. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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PRIZE INCLUDES: 

• Flight and accommodations for two 
• A pair of tickets to see the finale! 

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN VISIT 

METRONEWS.CA 


IN TORONTO! 


C T V 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes December 4,2008. Approximate retail value of prize 
is $1,500. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 
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Tuesday, December 2,2008 


^Today 

Mostly Cloudy 

J -4 / -10 



Wednesday Thursday 

Mostly Sunny Cloudy 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favorite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes'.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 


metronews.ca 



entertainment 19 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


1 Eastern potentate (Var.) 

5 Snoop Dogg’s genre 
8 Lend a hand 

12 Protuberance 

13 Chicken-king link 

14 October birthstone 

15 Seeker of an honest man 

17 Spanish artist Joan 

18 Ovum 

19 Mucilaginous 
21 California city 

24 MGM mascot 

25 Suggestion 

26 God of wine 

30 Toward the stern 

31 Foolish one 


32 Unclose, in verse 

33 Bishops’ jurisdictions 

35 — gin fizz 

36 Cupid’s specialty 

37 Fair of hair 

38 Guru 

41 “—, a deer,...” 

42 Last notice 

43 Dry ice and others 

48 Parker House, e.g. 

49 Very long time 

50 Long cut 

51 Elbow counterpart 

52 Geneticists’ abbr. 

53 Promote in a big way 


Crossword down 


1 Moreover 

2 Miss Piggy’s pronoun 

3 Altar affirmative 

4 Sovereign’s sub 

5 Pealed 

6 Pub order 

7 Soap that debuted in 1999 

8 Grits makeup 

9 Grand stoiy 

10 Caprice 

11 Stratagem 

16 Id counterpart 

20 Broadway award 

21 Actor Everett 

22 Stereo setup 

23 Grooving on 

24 Eye cosmetic 


26 Mess 

27 Unaccompanied 

28 “Once — a time” 

29 Progeny 

31 “Finding —” 

34 Bulls, oxen, etc. 

35 Santa’s transport 

37 Carton 

38 Robin Williams TV role 

39 Black, to poets 

40 Cleopatra’s river 

41 Lady of Spain 

44 Charged bit 

45 Rotation duration 

46 Kreskin’s claim 

47 That girl 


PREVIOUS DArS CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 


Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


17-21 min.Smart 

21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 



Vegetable Primavera 

INGREDIENTS: 

8 oz (250 g) baby carrots 
1 cup (250 mL) baby corn 
8 oz (250 g) young thin green 
beans 

Salt and black pepper 
8 oz (250 g) baby or small zuc¬ 
chini 

Small handful of fresh parsley 
or chervil 

1 lb (500 g) fresh ricotta and 
spinach tortellini 
1 tbsp (15 mL) olive oil 
1/2 lemon 

1 tbsp (15 mL) whole-grain 
mustard 

METHOD: 

1 . Put a large pot of water and 
a kettle on to boil. Preheat 
oven to 25 onF (i 2 inC). 

2 . Trim carrots, corn and 
beans, and cut into short 
lengths (if large). Plunge veg¬ 
etables into pot of boiling wa¬ 
ter, add salt, bring back to boil, 
then simmer for 4-5 minutes, 
until slightly crisp. 

3 . Meanwhile, trim zucchini. 
Cut baby zucchini in half 
lengthwise, small ones into 
slices, and set aside. Chop pars¬ 
ley. 

4 . Lift cooked vegetables from 
boiling water with slotted 


spoon, put into a bowl, and 
keep warm in the oven. Bring 
water back to a boil, adding 
more water from kettle if nec¬ 
essary. Add pasta and boil gen¬ 
tly for 5-6 minutes. 

5 . Meanwhile, heat olive oil in 
a large pot. Add zucchini and 
fry, stirring continuously, for 
2-3 minutes. 

6 . Squeeze lemon juice into 
zucchini, then add drained 
vegetables, mustard, and salt 
and pepper to taste. Toss gen- 

tiy- 

7 . Drain pasta and mix into the 
vegetables. Turn into a 
warmed serving dish, sprinkle 
parsley, and serve hot. 

PER SERVING 

537 calories, 25 g total fat, 13 g 
saturated fat, 52 g 
carbohydrate, 7 g fibre, 26 g 
protein 

SERVES 4 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL20 

Set out to achieve the goal of a 
lifetime. Make your way to 
higher ground. A boss may tiy 
to set annoying limitations. 



TAURUS 
APRIL 21 -MAY 21 




You’ll beheve in miracles. An 
exceptional person says aston¬ 
ishing things. Someone doesn’t 
understand what moves you. 


GEMINI 

MAY22-JUNE 21 



You’ve procrastinated for too 
long. Refuse to talk until you 
know the facts. A woman will 
remind you of an obhgation. 


CANCER 

JUNE22-JULY22 



Try to comfort a forlorn man. 
Break free of a repetitive rela¬ 
tionship pattern. A difficult 
task must be mastered. 


LEO 

JULY23-AUG 23 


Unfair accusations become a 
cat-and-mouse game. A wish 
will be granted. Your opinions 
will frighten someone. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Move away from a disrespect¬ 
ful youth. An older person 
seeks freedom. A simple task 
becomes too strenuous to per¬ 
form. 


LIBRA ^ 

SEPT23-OCT23 

Be strongly principled and a 
problem will melt away. Hurt 
feelings result from a memory 
loss. Eliminate your resistance 
to good insights. 


SCORPIO ^ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 vllix 

Refuse to make decisions about 
your future. Remain calm 
when approached by an anx¬ 
ious female. Confirm that no 
mistakes have been made. 


SAGITTARIUS ^ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

A persistent dream is a re¬ 
minder. You may travel in the 
wrong direction. It’s only a 
matter of time until a woman 
gives in. 


CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

Don’t leave town for nostalgic 
reasons. You’ll know whether a 
lie is being told. Save the mon¬ 
ey that you want to spend on 
treats. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Don’t reject an impossible idea. 
Conflicting signals make you 
briefly hesitate. Be sure of your 
feehngs before sharing them. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

A spiritual quest forces some¬ 
one to change their behaviour. 
Cliches will armoy an old busy¬ 
body. A lack of foresight 
wrecks plans. 



y^Cross over Journey^ 
'Rings set in 14kt White or 
fellow Gold, .25 - l.OOcttwr 


Journey Pendant 
& Earrings Set in 14kt 
White Gold,.50-.75cttw 

rV799'i^^599. 




STILL THE BIGGEST & STILL THE BEST... Place to Shop for Christmas 


11248-170 STREET | PH: 780.484.6342 
TOLL FREE: 1.800.896.4385 
More great gift ideas at: 

WWW.INDEPENDENTJEWELLERS.NET 


WORDY GURDYb®™ K K 

, „ , . .Cl. 14 , 1 . 1 Every answer is a rhyming 

1. Get a pr^ of half a sawbiick (1) of words (like FAT CAT 

1 1 1 ^ 1 1 1 and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

2. Inj,.r«d movi. .tar Reynold. , 1, 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 definition tells you how many 

3. Coal piUs fork prongs (1) ^llables in each word. 

1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 

4. Good-with-tools TV pundit Rooney (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 

5. Strew physical substance of the universe (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 

6. Broadway dancer Gwen’s heavy woes (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 f 1 1 1 1 1 

7. On one’s patellas handing out poker cards (2) 

1 M 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

ojsinvaa ONnaaNH SNaaniia SNoaaaA aaxiviv aaxxvos e 
AONV xaNVH -p saNix sajsiiw -e xHna xann 'z Nia niav -i 
■> 2-2-08 saaAvsNv 


This day in history 

DEC. 2,1930: Great Depression: US. President Herbert Hoover 
goes before the United States Congress and asks for a $150 mihiou 
US pubhc works program to help generate jobs and stimulate the 
economy. 

DEC. 2,1954: Red Scare: The United States Senate votes 65 to 22 to 
condemn Joseph McCarthy for “conduct that tends to bring the 
Senate iuto dishonor and disrepute.” 

DEC. 2,1988: Benazir Bhutto is sworn m as Prime Minister of Pak¬ 
istan, becoming the first woman to head the government of an Is¬ 
lam-dominated state. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 




























































































































































































































































Q ROGERS 

EDMONTON 

CENTRAL 

10176 - 109 St. 

(780) 426-2355 
12302 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 488-6622 
Westgrove Shopping Centre 
14822 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 443-3022 
Edmonton City Centre 
10200 -102 Ave. 

(780) 421-4540 
EAST 

Capilano Mall 
(780) 450-6880 
6839 - 83 St. (Argyll Rd.) 
(780) 465-5271 

SOUTH 

Millwoods Main Street Mall 
6558 - 28 Ave. (by Tim Hortons) 
(780) 440-2812 
6031 Gateway Blvd. 

(780) 438-2355 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 434-5620 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 439-0435 
South Edmonton Common 
(780) 485-9812 
3120 Parsons Rd. 

(780) 702-6001 
NORTH 

9715 - 137 Ave. 

(780) 456-5339 

WEST 

West Edmonton Mall Phase I 
(lower level near 
Galaxy Land entrance) 

(780) 484-4758 

West Edmonton Mall Phase II 
(by skating rink) 

(780) 413-9855 

West Edmonton Mall Phase III 
(by London Drugs) 

(780) 443-3040 

West Edmonton Mall, Chinatown 
(next to T&T Supermarket) 
(780) 483-8838 
10013 - 170 St. 

(780) 408-8917 
Mayfield Common 
10608 - 170 St. 

(780) 489-2255 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 

Prairie Mall 
(780) 513-2355 
Gateway Power Centre 
11020-100 Ave. 

(780) 539-7148 
FT. McMURRAY 

Peter Pond Mall 
(780) 714-6150 
LEDUC 
6104-50 St. 

(780) 986-0986 
RED DEER 

Southpointe Common 
(403) 348-5777 
Bower Place 
(403) 314-5500 

ST. ALBERT 

Inglewood Town Centre 
(780) 419-2355 
740 St. Albert Rd. 

(780) 459-0660 
SHERWOOD PARK 

993 Fir St. 

(780) 417-2355 
SPRUCE GROVE 
#112 183 Highway 16A 
(780) 962-3980 

iQl ROGERS 

EDMONTON 

Capilano 
(780) 469-1133 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
(780) 471-3807 
Londonderry Mall 
(780) 476-3266 
Northgate Mall 
(780) 475-2724 
Bonnie Doon Mall 
(780) 463-0864 
Millwoods Town Centre 
(780) 436-7766 
North Town Mall 
(780) 476-6844 
Whyte Avenue 
(780) 439-7223 
Millbourne 
(780) 462-4559 
Jasper Ave. 

(780) 423-5530 
Terrace Plaza 
(780) 469-1377 
Jasper Gates 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 484-1191 
Heritage Village 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 432-9288 
Clareview Towne Centre 
(780) 457-1331 
Trail South Corners 
(780) 435-8099 
Lakeside Landing 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 476-3925 
FT. McMURRAY 
Thickwood Shopping Plaza 
(780) 791-1017 
Northern Lights 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 743-5133 
RED DEER 
Parkland Mall 
(403) 309-3700 
GRAND PRAIRIE 

Grande Prairie 
(780) 532-1100 
SHERWOOD PARK 

Sherwood Park Mall 
(780) 416-1775 
Lakeland Ridge 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 449-1750 
Sherwood Centre 



THE NEW 

BLACKBERRY PEARL FLIP 


ON SELECT 3-YEAR PLANS 


The only BlackBerry that flips 
Easy SureType® keyboar(d 
Available in black or pink 


BlackBerry. 


BLACKBERRY® 
CURVE™ 8320 


BLACKBERRY^ 

BOLD™ 


BLACKBERRY'^ 
PEARL™ 8120 


rogers.com/perfectgift 

CANADA'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK^ 
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(780) 416-2330 
SPRUCE GROVE 

Grove Plaza 
(780) 962-5458 

ST. ALBERT 
St. Albert Centre 
(780) 418-1681 
Inglewood Centre 
(780) 458-3636 
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Offer subject to change without notice. 1 With subscription to new 3-year Voice and Data plan having minimum $35 monthly service fee. Early cancellation fees apply. +Most reliable network claim refers to call clarity and dropped calls test results as conducted by Rogers and a recognized 
third-party research company in the majority of urban Canadian centres within the Rogers Wireless GSM footprint, comparing voice services of major wireless providers. BlackBerry,® RIM,® Research In Motion,® SureType® and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of 
Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. 
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